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Class III Volume On CA Order Hit New 
Low In April, Class IV Hit New High

House Relief Bill Includes $500  
Million Recourse Loan Program

      Vol. 144, No.48  •  Friday, May 15, 2020   • Madison, Wisconsin

Legislation’s Dairy Title Also Includes Dairy 
Direct Donation Program, DMC Changes

“A dairy recourse loan made 
available to all links in the dairy 
supply chain would ensure that the 
industry has access to the working 
capital it needs to operate until the 
food service sector resumes a more 
normal pattern of business,” Dykes 
added.

The dairy title of the HEROES 
Act also includes a dairy direct 
donation program, the purposes 
of which would be facilitating the 
timely donation of eligible dairy-
products, and preventing and min-
imizing food waste.

To be eligible to receive reim-
bursement under this program, 
an eligible partnership — which 
means a partnership between an 
eligible dairy organization and an 
eligible distributor — would sub-
mit to USDA a donation and dis-
tribution plan that describes the 
process that the eligible partner-
ship will use for the donation, pro-
cessing, transportation, temporary 
storage, and distribution of eligible 
dairy products. 

The term “eligible dairy prod-
ucts” means products primarily 
made from milk produced and 

• See Recourse Loans, p. 18

Dairy CPI Rose 1.4% 
In April, Reaches 
Highest Level Since 
Dec. 2014; Cheese 
CPI Hits Record High
Washington—The Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) for dairy and 
related products was 228.76 in 
April, up 1.4 percent from March 
and 5.2 percent higher than in 
April 2019, the US Bureau of 
Labor Statistics (BLS) reported 
Tuesday.

That’s the highest level for the 
dairy CPI since December 2014, 
when it reached 229.87. The dairy 
CPI was under 220 every month 
from March 2017 through Septem-
ber 2019, but has now been above 
220 for seven straight months.

The overall CPI for all items 
was 256.4 in April, down 0.7 per-
cent from March but up 0.3 per-

• See Dairy CPI Up 1.4%, p. 6

USDA OKs $1.2 
Billion In Food Box 
Program Contracts; 
$317 Million For 
Dairy Buys Included
Washington—The US Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) last 
Friday approved $1.2 billion in 
contracts under the USDA Farm-
ers to Families Food Box Program.

Through this program, which 
is part of the Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program (CFAP) 
developed to help farmers and con-
sumers in response to the corona-
virus national emergency, USDA’s 
Agricultural Marketing Service 
(AMS) is partnering with national, 
regional and local suppliers, whose 
workforce has been significantly 
impacted by the closure of restau-
rants, hotels and other food service 
businesses, to purchases up to $3 
billion in dairy and meat products 
and fresh produce.

The food box program will pur-
chase $317 million in a variety of 
dairy products, $461 million in 
fresh fruits and vegetables, $258 
million in meat products and $175 
million in a combination box of 
fresh produce, dairy or meat prod-
ucts. 

Suppliers will package these 
products into family-sized boxes, 
then transport them to food banks, 
community and faith-based orga-
nizations, and other non-profits 
serving Americans in need from 
May 15 through June 30, 2020.

AMS may elect to extend the 
period of performance of the con-
tracts, via option periods, depen-

• See Food Box Program, p. 18

Washington—The dairy title of 
the Health and Economic Recov-
ery Omnibus Emergency Solutions 
(HEROES) Act, which was intro-
duced Wednesday by House Dem-
ocrats, would provide $500 million 
to USDA to carry out a recourse 
loan program for commercial pro-
cessors of dairy products.

The House is expected to vote 
on the legislation today.

Under the legislation, a recourse 
loan would be provided to quali-
fied applicants up to the value of 
the eligible dairy product inven-
tory of the applicant. Eligible dairy 
products would include all dairy 
products, whether in base com-
modity or finished product form. 
A qualified applicant would be any 
commercial processors, packagers, 
merchants, marketers, wholesalers, 
and distributors of eligible dairy 
products impacted by the corona-
virus pandemic.

For purposes of making recourse 
loans under the program, USDA 
would conduct eligible dairy prod-
uct valuations to provide, to the 

maximum extent practicable, 
funds to continue the operations of 
qualified applicants. Eligible dairy 
product inventory used as collat-
eral for the recourse loan program 
would be pledged on a rotating 
basis to prevent spoilage of perish-
able products.

A recourse loan made under 
this program could be made for a 
period as determined by USDA, 
except that no such recourse loan 
may end after the date that is 24 
months after the date of the enact-
ment of the legislation.

The International Dairy Foods 
Association (IDFA) and its mem-
bers “are grateful for the inclusion 
of a dairy recourse loan program” 
in the HEROES Act, said Michael 
Dykes, IDFA’s president and CEO. 
Last week, IDFA, several other 
dairy industry organizations and 
a number of dairy companies had 
asked members of Congress to 
authorize a new dairy recourse 
loan program to allow dairy proces-
sors to secure credit against their 
inventory.

Folsom, CA—The volume of 
milk pooled in Class III on the 
California federal milk mar-
keting order hit a new low in 
April, while the volume of milk 
pooled in Class IV reached a new 
high, according to the statistical 
uniform price announcement 
released Wednesday by the mar-
ket administrator’s office.

In April, a total of 1.91 billion 
pounds of milk was pooled on the 
California order. That volume is 
down 54.6 million pounds from 
March and down 198.4 million 
pounds from April 2019.

That also marked the seventh 
time in the last nine months that 
less than 2 billion pounds of milk 
was pooled on the California 
order. The only exceptions were 
in January, when the volume of 
milk pooled totaled 2.34 billion 
pounds; and in March, when the 

volume of milk pooled totaled 
2.04 billion pounds.

The statistical uniform price 
for the California order in March 
was $12.94 per hundredweight, 
down $3.08 from March. The 
producer price differential (PPD) 
was a negative 13 cents per hun-
dredweight, marking the seventh 
time in the last eight months that 
the PPD for the California order 
has been negative. The only 
exception during that period was 
in January, when the PPD was a 
positive 51 cents per hundred.

In April, the volume of milk 
pooled in Class III on the Cali-
fornia order totaled 26.3 million 
pounds, down almost 4 million  
from March. April marked the 
third straight month in which 
less than 50 million pounds

• See CA Order Volume, p. 4
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Dairy Recourse Loan Program An Idea Worth Exploring

D I C K  G R O V E S

Publisher / Editor
Cheese Reporter
e:   dgroves@cheesereporter.com
tw: @cheesereporter

EDITORIAL COMMENT EDITOR’S NOTE
CHEESE REPORTER will be making 
the entire weekly publication available 
online for everyone with limited access 
to their office during this period.

Locate the issue by scanning the QR 
Code on this page or by visiting: 

www.cheesereporter.com/
weeklyissue.htm

Recourse loan programs for dairy 
processors are garnering a fair 
amount of attention these days, 
and these programs certainly seem 
worth exploring. This might also 
be a good time to take a brief look 
at the past, present and future of 
dairy recourse loan programs (not 
necessarily in that order).

As far as the present is con-
cerned, recourse loan programs 
have been mentioned in stories in 
our newspaper at least three times 
in recent weeks (all since the coro-
navirus pandemic started to rear its 
ugly head).

The first mention was in a 
front-page story in our April 10th 
issue, and concerned a “Milk Cri-
sis Plan” proposed by the Inter-
national Dairy Foods Association 
and National Milk Producers Fed-
eration and submitted to USDA. 
That plan included, as one of its 
processor initiatives, a recourse 
loan program that would allow 
companies to carry heavier-than-
normal inventories and reduce sys-
temic financial/liquidity risk.

As outlined by IDFA and NMPF, 
the recourse loan program would 
cover as many products as possi-
ble, including basic commodities 
in addition to specialty cheeses, 
Class II products and more. Loans 
would cover federal order compo-
nent ingredient costs (not pack-
aging, plant margins, warehouse 
costs, etc.).

The second mention was in 
a story in last week’s issue (page 
9), and concerned a request from 
IDFA, several other dairy organiza-
tions and a number of dairy com-
panies for Congress to authorize a 
new dairy recourse loan program 
that will allow dairy processors to 
secure credit against their inven-
tory.

And finally, in this week’s issue, 
we report on a dairy recourse loan 
program that’s included in the $3 
trillion coronavirus relief package 
introduced Wednesday by House 
Democrats. Some $500 million 
would be made available to carry 
out this program, under which a 

recourse loan would be provided 
to qualified applicants up to the 
value of the eligible dairy product 
inventory of the applicant.

So that’s where a potential dairy 
processor recourse loan program 
stands, as of this week.

As far as the past is concerned, 
this isn’t the first time that a dairy 
recourse loan program has been 
proposed, and it won’t even be the 
first time Congress has approved 
such a program. The first time 
a recourse loan program was 
approved was back in the 1996 
farm bill.

Under that program, USDA 
was to have been required to offer 
recourse loans for dairy products 
beginning on Jan. 1, 2000. The 
objective of that program was to 
assist dairy processors in managing 
their inventories of eligible dairy 
products and thereby increase 
price stability for the dairy indus-
try. Eligible dairy products under 
that program were Cheddar cheese, 
butter, and nonfat dry milk.

It may be recalled that the 
recourse loan program established 
under the 1996 farm bill was sup-
posed to replace the dairy price 
support program. The loan rates 
as proposed under that program 
would have reflected a milk equiv-
alency value of $9.90 per hundred-
weight of milk with an average 
milkfat content of 3.67 percent. 
That was the support price for milk 
at the end of 1999, which is when 
the support program was originally 
supposed to have been terminated 
under the 1996 farm bill.

Of course, the price support pro-
gram didn’t end at the end of 1999. 
Congress mandated short-term 
extensions of the program until 
both the 2002 and the 2008 farm 
bills extended it for several years. 
It finally was terminated under the 
2014 farm bill.

As far as the “Dairy Recourse 
Loan Program for Commercial 
Dairy Processors” is concerned, 
USDA published a final rule on 
that program in July of 1996, then 
published a proposed rule for the 

dairy recourse loan program with 
revisions to the original final rule 
in July of 1999. 

In February 2000, after the 
price support program had been 
extended, USDA postponed the 
dairy recourse loan program. A 
little over a year later, in March 
2001, USDA again postponed the 
dairy recourse loan program. 

Finally (mercifully?), an appro-
priations bill passed by Congress 
in late 2001 repealed the section of 
the 1996 farm bill that authorized 
the dairy recourse loan program. 
And to make the program’s demise 
official, USDA’s Commodity 
Credit Corporation, in the Federal 
Register of Feb. 15, 2002, published 
a final rule that removed the 
regulations for the program from 
the Code of Federal Regulations 
“because the program’s authorizing 
legislation was repealed.”

So, keeping in mind that the old 
dairy recourse loan program had 
a relatively short life (1996-2002) 
without ever becoming effective, 
what are the prospects for the new 
dairy recourse loan program? Pretty 
good, it would seem.

The HEROES (Health and Eco-
nomic Recovery Omnibus Emer-
gency Solutions) Act is a pretty 
detailed bill, covering 1,815 pages 
total. The dairy title of the bill 
runs about 11 pages, and includes 
a dairy direct donation program, 
supplemental Dairy Margin Cov-
erage payments, and Dairy Margin 
Coverage premium discount for 
three-year signup in addition to 
the dairy recourse loan program.

Given that previous coronavi-
rus-related relief bills have sailed 
through Congress with relatively 
little debate on agriculture-related 
provisions, our guess is that this 
dairy recourse loan program will 
be in the final legislation that’s 
eventually signed into law by Pres-
ident Trump. And then the dairy 
industry will finally get to see how 
a recourse loan program for dairy 
processors actually works — and 
the program will be vastly superior 
to the 1996-2002 program.



CHEESE REPORTERMay 15, 2020 Page 3

For more information, visit www.loosmachine.com

Don’t Dump Government-Bought Dairy 
Products On World Market, EU Told
Washington—The European 
Commission must avoid dumping 
government-purchased skim milk 
powder and butter on the world 
market and “implementing poli-
cies that undermine global dairy 
markets under the guise of protect-
ing its farmers,” a coalition of dairy 
organizations from the US and sev-
eral other countries said this week.

The coalition included the 
International Dairy Foods Asso-
ciation, National Milk Producers 
Federation and US Dairy Export 
Council from the US; Sociedad 
Rural Argentina and Centro de la 
Industria Lechera Argentina from 
Argentina; Sindicato da Industria 
de Laticinios e Produtos Deriva-
dos no Estado Sao Paulo from 
Brazil; Federacion Centroameri-
cana de Productores Lacteos from 
Central America; Federacion de 
Productores de Leche from Chile; 
Camara Nactional de Productores 
de Leche de Costa Rica from Costa 
Rica; Centro de la Industria Lac-
tea del Ecuador and Asociacion de 
Ganederos from Ecuador; Camara 
de Productores de Leche from gua-
temala; Asociacion Mexicana de 
Productores de Leche, Camara 
Nactional de Industriales de la 
Leche de Mexico and Confedera-
cion Nacional de Organizaciones 

Ganaderas from Mexico Camara 
Paraguaya de Industrialies Lacteos 
from Paraguay; and Camara de la 
Industria Lactea del Uruguay from 
Uruguay.

The EU is poised to begin gov-
ernment-financed intervention 
purchases of skim milk and butter, 
the US dairy organizations noted, 
and the international coalition of 
dairy groups urged the EU not to 
repeat the inventory-building and 
extended market-price suppression 
it engaged in several years ago.

“The EU’s market-distorting 
practices are harmful enough dur-
ing normal operations,” the coali-
tion noted in a joint statement. “If 
used in the wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic, which has dramatically 
eroded dairy prices, they would 
be disastrous to the world dairy 
market by prolonging the current 
crushing economic conditions. 
Global buyers of SMP and butter 
will have little incentive to bid up 
prices as long as the EU Govern-
ment holds significant quantities 
in Intervention.

“It’s critical that the EU act now 
to put a long-term plan into place 
regarding how to handle its gov-
ernment-incentivized stockpiling 
given that the EU has a demon-
strated history of dumping inter-

vention purchases in a way that 
disrupts the world dairy market,” 
the statement continued.

The EU intervened in 2016 
and 2017 and held the equivalent 
of 16 percent of the global SMP 
market in government storage, the 
statement noted. The EU subse-
quently released the product on 
the world market over the next 
two years, “unfairly undercutting 
international prices and harming 
the global dairy industry.”

Dairy processors and farmers 
around the world “are already in 
the fight of their lives, working 
hard every day to help keep the 
world well-nourished through 
this crisis. We are all dealing with 
great enough challenges already 
in our own markets,” the state-
ment said.

“If the EU does not commit to 
avoid distorting global markets by 
dumping their excess intervention 
stocks onto the world market just 
as dairy sectors begin to recover, 
the more farmers and processors 
outside the EU could be forced to 
close their doors,” the statement 
continued. “We encourage the EU 
to implement policies that support 
greater utilization of dairy products 
with the goal to increase consump-
tion, particularly with the consum-
ers impacted most by the covid-19 
outbreak.”

In the EU, public intervention 
consists of the buying up of prod-

ucts by public authorities, placing 
them in public storage for as long 
as needed, until market conditions 
allow for their release back on to 
the market. In the case of the dairy 
sector, public intervention is avail-
able for butter and SMP.

Between March 1 and Sep-
tember 30 each year, a maxi-
mum quantity of 109,000 tons 
(240.3 million pounds) of SMP 
and 50,000 tons (110.3 million 
pounds) of butter  can be offered 
by private operators, to be bought 
at a fixed price. Once these vol-
umes are reached, intervention 
continues by tender until the end 
of the intervention period.

Public intervention stocks are 
sold back on the market via a 
tendering procedure, opened by 
a European Commission regula-
tion.

Following the dairy mar-
ket crisis that hit EU producers 
with lower prices in 2015 and 
2016, the European Commis-
sion bought from 2015 to 2017 a 
total of 380,000 tons (838 million 
pounds) of SMP through public 
intervention. 

Starting at the end of 2016, a 
process of monthly and later bi-
monthly public tenders was opened 
by the European Commission to 
sell the products back into the 
market. The final 162 tons of skim 
milk powder were sold in June of 
2019.
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from our 
archives

50 YEARS AGO
May 15, 1970: Washington—
President Nixon instructed the 
US Tariff Commission to inves-
tigate the necessity for import 
controls on four non-quota prod-
ucts which are being imported 
in increasing quantities. The 
products are ice cream, certain 
cheeses, animal feeds containing 
milk and milk derivatives, and 
chocolate crumb with a fat con-
tent of 5.5 percent or less.

Fond du Lac, WI—Milk market-
ing in Wisconsin will take a giant 
step backward if recommended 
changes in the Chicago Regional 
Milk Order are approved, Pure 
Milk Products Cooperative 
reported this week. Claiming to 
represent one-third of producers 
marketing milk under the order, 
PMPC filed strong exceptions 
with the USDA

25 YEARS AGO
May 12, 1995: Cabot, VT—
Cabot Creamery here is planning 
to market a line of dairy products 
to a chain of cooperatives and 
natural food stores that is free 
of synthetic bovine growth hor-
mone/bovine somatotropin.

Washington—US Ag Secre-
tary Dan Glickman presented 
the Clinton administration’s 
recommendations for the 1995 
farm bill, pledging to make 
needed reforms while maintain-
ing a safety net for farmers, rural 
America, and the millions who 
depend on USDA’s nutrition and 
feeding programs.

10 YEARS AGO
May 14, 2010: Brookings, 
SD—With ground-breaking 
ceremonies held here last week, 
fruition is in sight for a dozen 
manufacturing companies and 
private donors who have spear-
headed a massive upgrade to 
South Dakota State University’s 
dairy plant. Known as the Jack-
rabbit Council, these industry 
leaders hope this investment will 
increase the job pool of supervi-
sory-level SDSU students.

Ames, IA—An Iowa State Uni-
versity researcher is working on 
a faster method to detect and 
genetically identify salmonella 
from contaminated foods. Bryon 
Brehm-Stecher wants to replace 
the current system of salmonella 
detection with a new approach 
that takes hours rather than days.
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CA Order Volume
(Continued from p. 1)

of milk was pooled in Class III on 
the California order. Class III vol-
ume on the California order had 
reached a record high of 1.42 bil-
lion pounds in March 2019.

The April Class III utilization 
percentage on the California order 
was just 1.3 percent, down from 
the previous record low of 1.5 per-
cent, set in March. The Class III 
utilization percentage had reached 
a high of 69.3 percent in December 
2018.

A total of 1.445 billion pounds 
of milk was pooled in Class IV on 
the California order in April, up 
17.9 million pounds from March 
and the largest monthly Class IV 
volume in the order’s history. The 
Class IV utilization percentage, 
72.9 percent, was also a record. 
Both previous records were set in 
March.

Also on the California federal 
order in April, a total of 420.4 mil-
lion pounds of milk was pooled in 
Class I, down 60.6 million pounds 
from March, and the Class I utiliza-
tion percentage was 21.2 percent, 
down from 23.6 percent in March; 
and 89.8 million pounds of milk 
was pooled in Class II, down 7.9 
million pounds from March, and 
the Class II utilization percentage 

was 4.5 percent, down from 4.8 
percent in March.

No Other Negative PPDs
The California order was the only 
order to report a negative PPD 
in April. The PPD on the Upper 
Midwest order was a positive 24 
cents per hundredweight, and 
the statistical uniform price was 
$13.31 per hundred. The volume 
of milk pooled on the order totaled 
2.7 billion pounds, up 158 million 
pounds from March but down 307 
milion pounds from April 2019.

The volume of milk pooled in 
Class III on the Upper Midwest 
order in April totaled 2.24 billion 
pounds, up 155 million pounds 
from March but down 397 million 
pounds from April 2019. April’s 
Class III utilization percentage 
was 82.9 percent, up from March’s 
81.9 percent but down from April 
2019’s 87.6 percent.

On the Northeast federal order 
in April, the PPD was a positive 
$1.85 per hundredweight, and the 
statistical uniform price was $14.92 
per hundred. The volume of milk 
pooled on the order totaled 2.31 
billion pounds, down 57 million 
pounds from March and down 10 
million pounds from April 2019.

The volume of milk pooled in 
Class III on the Northeast order 
in April was 555.4 million pounds, 

down 51.8 million pounds from 
March and down about 20 million 
pounds from April 2019. The Class 
III utilization percentage in April 
was 24.1 percent, down from 25.7 
percent in March and down from 
25.3 percent in April 2019.

The Mideast order’s April PPD 
was a positive $1.15 per hundred-
weight, and the statistical uniform 
price was $14.22 per hundred. The 
volume of milk pooled totaled 1.75 
billion pounds, up about 1 million 
pounds from March and up 96 mil-
lion pounds from April 2019.

The volume of milk pooled in 
Class III on the Mideast order in 
April was 531.5 million pounds, 
down 31.8 million pounds from 
March and down more than 53 
million pounds from April 2019. 
The Class III utilization percentage 
in April was 30.4 percent, down 
from 32.2 percent in March and 
down from 35.4 in April 2019.

On the Central federal order 
in April, the PPD was a positive 
44 cents per hundredweight and 
the statistical uniform price was 
$13.51 per hundred. The volume 
of milk pooled on the order totaled 
1.6 billion pounds, up 155 million 
pounds from March and 87 million 
pounds higher than in April 2019.

The volume of milk pooled in 
Class III on the Central order in 
April was 701.1 million pounds, 
up almost 177 million pounds from 
March but down 5 million pounds 
from April 2019. April’s Class III 
utilization percentage was 43.9 
percent, up from 36.3 percent in 
March but down from 46.2 percent 
in April 2019.

April’s PPD on the Southwest 
order was a positive $1.15 cwt, and 
the statistical uniform price was 
$14.22 per hundred. The volume 
of milk pooled on the order totaled 
1.16 billion pounds, up 156 million 
pounds from March but down 122 
million pounds from April 2019.

The volume of milk pooled 
in Class III on the Southwest 
order in April was 202.8 million 
pounds,  up 146.6 million pounds 
from March but down almost 330 
million pounds from April 2019. 
April’s Class III utilization percent-
age was 17.4 percent, up from 5.6 
percent in March but down from 
41.4 percent in April 2019.

The PPD on the Pacific North-
west order in April was eight cents 
cwt and the statistical uniform 
price was $13.15 per hundred. 
The volume of milk pooled on the 
order totaled 621.6 million pounds, 
down 16.7 million pounds from 
March and down about 132 mil-
lion pounds from April 2019.

The volume of milk pooled in 
Class III on the Pacific Northwest 
order in April was 173.1 million 
pounds, down 7.8 million pounds 
from March and down 136 million 
pounds from April 2018. April’s 
Class III utilizaiton percentage was 
27.8 percent, down from 28.3 per-
cent in March and down from 40.9 
percent in April 2019.
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Shifting From Foodservice To Retail: 
Methods To Extend Cheese Shelf Life
Madison—As foodservice in the 
US has essentially stopped in 
response to coronavirus, cheese 
manufacturers that primarily serve 
the school, restaurant and hospti-
ality sector need options to divert 
their product and strategies to 
store and extend the shelf life of 
their cheese.

The Wisconsin Center for Dairy 
Research (CDR) recently hosted 
a free webinar to advise industry 
partners whose businesses have 
been disrupted by the pandemic.

“It’s estimated in the US that 
about 40 percent of cheese might 
be going to foodservice,” said 
CDR’s John Lucey.

Pros & Cons Of Freezing Cheese
To extend cheese shelf life via 
freezing, storage time is commonly 
between six and 12 months. 

The positives of this method 
include being able to freeze cheese 
for up to a year, depending on type, 
and many semi-soft, semi-hard, 
and hard cheeses are good candi-
dates for freezing. 

However, freezing is not a good 
option for low pH cheeses. Other 
concerns include varying degrees 
of negative impact on functional-
ity depending on cheese type, ice 
crystals, thawing requirements and 
limited freezer space.

The general rule of thumb is to 
freeze the cheese as quickly as pos-
sible and thaw the cheese as slowly 
as possible, CDR advised. Thaw-
ing takes place under refrigeration 
and its best to allow around a week 
to allow the moisture to properly 
return (although some companies 
only allow a couple of days).     

Cheese varieties that freeze well 
include: Cheddar, Muenster, Moz-
zarella, Colby, Colby Jack, Provo-
lone, Brick, and hard Italian. Some 
cheeses like Mozzarella can be held 
for up to a year in a freezer. 

However, end use of the cheese 
must be considered. Cheddar can 
be frozen, but it will not slice well 
after thawing. Fresh Mozzarella 
may need to be vacuum-packed 
first before freezing.     

Cheese styles not recommended 
for freezing are Cream cheese, Mas-
carpone, Blue, Ricotta, and Feta. 
Feta and Blue can be frozen but, 
when thawed, will crumble. If the 
Feta or Blue isn’t being converted, 
freezing is an option.  

One of the dangers of freezing of 
cheese is the formation of large ice 
crystals, which can result in dam-
age to the cheese texture and ulti-
mately impact functionality and 
sensory acceptance. High-moisture 
cheeses like Ricotta, and low pH 
cheeses like Cottage and Cream 
cheese are damaged when frozen. 

If a cheese is expected to be 
sold within about six months, it 
is advantageous to hold it in low 
temperature storage rather than 

freezing. If the cheese needs to be 
held longer than six months, freez-
ing may be the better option.    

One important point, which 
is applicable to all storage strate-
gies, is that bad cheese will not get 
better in storage, CDR stressed. A 
poor-quality Mozzarella will come 
out of frozen storage worse than 
when it went in. 

Low Temperature Super-Chilling
Low temperature “super chilling” 
at roughly 28-32 degrees Fahr-
enheit can extend or slow down 
shelf-life by about six months, 
CDR reported. This method can be 
used for most cheeses, with mini-
mal impact on functionality, no ice 
crystals or thawing issues, and well 
suited for slices and shreds.

On the downside, super-chilling 
does not fully stop ripening, so this 
strategy can be used for about six 
to nine months for cheeses like 
Mozzarella. It also slows down fla-
vor development in Cheddar.  

Research at CDR has demon-
strated that holding cheese at tem-
peratures around 30 to 32 degrees 
Fahrenheit results in the cheese 
almost being in suspended anima-
tion and having very slow body 
breakdown. This strategy extends 
the shelf life of cheeses like LMPS 
Mozzarella and Cheddar by around 
six months compared to typical 
storage temperatures. 

The low temperature stor-
age technique also works well for 
shredded or sliced cheeses. Stor-
ing cheese at ultra-low, but non-
freezing temperatures, may be a 
superior method for extending the 
shelf life of many cheese varieties 
and forms of cheese, from bulk to 
chunks to shreds to slices.      

This is also the method of 
choice for varieties like Ricotta 
and Cream cheese which can-
not be frozen due to catastrophic 
changes to the body and texture of 
after freezing and thawing.

High Pressure Processing
This strategy can extend shelf life 
by three to six months or longer, 
depending on process conditions. 

On the plus side, cheese can be 
stored in normal refrigeration after 
HPP. CDR research found HPP 
can successfully extend the shelf 
life of LMPS Mozzarella, Cheddar 
and Block Gouda. Cheese can also 
be treated after manufacture and 
processed in the retail packaging. 

However, the additional cost 
may not be economical for some 
cheeses such as bulk/commodity 
cheeses. Currently these HPP sys-
tems are a batch process, so han-
dling large volumes could be slow.     

High pressure processing (HPP) 
systems apply and then release 
high amounts of hydrostatic pres-
sure by the compression of a fluid 
medium, typically water. 

The process of applying and 
releasing pressure induces physical, 
chemical and biochemical changes 
in microorganisms, including the 
inactivation of foodborne patho-
gens, spoilage organisms as well 
as enzymes. Widely used for food 
safety purposes, HPP is used to 
destroy pathogens in a range of 
food and beverage products.     

The cheese product is in its 
final packaging stage when it goes 
through the HPP system. After 
treatment, the cheese can be stored 
under normal refrigeration.    

A CDR research project studied 
how HPP can be used to extend 
the shelf life and functionality of 
LMPS Mozzarella. By altering the 
make procedure, as well as using 
HPP,  researchers were able to 
produce LMPS Mozz that still had 
good body, shreddability and func-
tionality on pizza even after nine 
months of refrigerated storage.     

One issue may be cost, although 
these costs are decreasing as HPP 
systems increase their throughput 
and the technology evolves. There 
are currently two commercial toll 
facilities in Wisconsin and many 
more throughout the US.    

The HPP method might be 
an option for those cheeses that 
can’t be frozen and have a shorter 
shelf life such as Mascarpone and 
Ricotta. Producers of spreads can 
also utilize HPP to extend the shelf 
life of cheese spreads.

Strategy: Modify Cheese Make
In combination with other strate-
gies, a modification of the make 
procedure can be used to extend 
shelf-life by weeks or months, 
according to CDR. Relatively 
simple adjustments can slow down 
proteolysis and extend shelf life. 

However, some strategies may 
lower cheese yield or require 
adjustments in standardization, 

ingredients, make protocols and 
production time splits.     

Cheese makers can alter the 
cheese make procedure to lengthen 
the shelf life of the cheese. The 
most important of these changes is 
to lower the moisture content. 

While this will have a nega-
tive impact on yield, it can sig-
nificantly increase the shelf life of 
cheese.      Manufacturers may also 
consider using a coagulant that has 
less proteolytic activity including 
ChyMax-M and MaxiRen-XDS. 

These are especially helpful for 
aged cheeses because these coagu-
lants slow the protein breakdown 
during aging, resulting in a longer 
shelf life.    Another strategy is to 
increase salt levels in cheese close 
to the maximum allowed. A higher 
salt level will also slow proteolysis 
and lengthen shelf life. 

It’s also important to keep in 
mind that for cheeses needing a 
longer shelf-life, cheese makers 
also need to consider milk qual-
ity and sanitation. It’s important 
to reduce contamination from 
non-starter bacteria, as the longer 
storage time can allow defects or 
problems to occur, such as gas or 
off-flavors, CDR noted.

Increase Stretching Temperature 
Of Curd For Mozzarella
Finally, this technique can extend 
shelf-life by about three to six 
months. It involves a relatively 
simple adjustment to the cooker/
stretcher temperature, and uses 
existing equipment (although 
using waterless systems could be a 
benefit), CDR reported. 

On the flip side, this stragegy 
yields more fat loss when increas-
ing stretching temperature. 

For more information on ways to 
increase cheese shelf life or other 
resources, visit the CDR website at 
www.cdr.wisc.edu.

For more information, visit www.dairyconnection.com
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PERSONNEL

PAUL KINDSTEDT, professor in 
the department of nutrition and 
food sciences of the University of 
Vermont, was elected vice presi-
dent of the American Dairy Sci-
ence Association (ADSA) for a 
one-year term that begins in late 
June. Since joining ADSA as a 
graduate student in 1979, Kind-
stedt most recently served as a 
member of the ADSA board of 
directors, member of the annual 
meeting’s overall program com-
mittee, and founder and chair of 
the ADSA Dairy Foods Division 
International Partnership Pro-
gram. ROHIT KAPOOR, vice 
president of product research at 
Dairy Management, Inc. (DMI) 
was elected dairy foods division 
director. Kapoor leads National 
Dairy Council (NDC) research 
programs in areas such as milk 
powders, whey and milk protein 
ingredients, and dairy co-prod-
ucts at major universities. Kapoor 
also holds an adjunct professor 
appointment at South Dakota 
State University’s dairy and food 
science department, and has 
worked for leading dairy and food 
companies such as Nestlé USA, 
Bongards, and Kerry Americas. 
XIN ZHAO, an animal science 
professor at McGill University, 
was elected production division 
director for ADSA. Both Kapoor 
and Zhao will serve three-year 
terms.

MARIE ROBINSON has joined 
Sysco Corporation as execu-
tive vice president and chief 
supply chain officer, responsible 
for leading the company’s sup-
ply chain transformation aimed 
at accelerating growth through 
more tailored supply chain solu-
tions. Robinson most recently 
served as senior vice president, 
chief operations and transforma-
tion officer for Capri Holding 
Limited, the parent holding com-
pany of Michael Kors, Versace 
and Jimmy Choo. Her prior expe-
rience also includes roles with 
ToysRUs, The Great Atlantic & 
Pacific Tea Company, Smart & 
Final Stores, LLC and Wal-Mart 
Stores, Inc.

CINDY NICKERSON has been 
named deputy chief economist 
for the US Department of Agri-
culture, effective June 7. In her 
role, Nickerson advises top pol-
icy officials regarding the eco-
nomic implications of programs, 
regulations, and legislative pro-
posals affecting the US food sys-
tem and rural areas. Nickerson’s 
career at USDA has spanned 20 
years. Prior to joining the Office 
of the Chief Economist (OCE), 
she served as director of market 
and trade economics at the Eco-
nomic Research Service (ERS). 
Cindy Nickerson during her time 
also served in other management 
roles at ERS.

Giffin Of Master’s 
Gallery Will Receive 
2020 WDPA 
President’s Award
Middleton, WI—Jeff Giffin, dairy 
industry leader and longtime exec-
utive at Masters Gallery, Inc., has 
been selected to receive the 2020 
President’s Award  from the Wis-
consin Dairy Products Association 
(WDPA).

The award will be presented to 
Giffin at a special recognition ban-
quet on Monday, Oct. 5, 2020 as 
part of WDPA’s Dairy Symposium. 
The symposium will take place 
Octo. 5-6 at The Landmark Resort 
in  Egg Harbor, WI. 

Giffin began his cheese industry 
career in 1977 at the Safeway, Inc. 
cheese facility in Carthage, MO. 

In 1983, Giffin was named pro-
curement manager at the packag-
ing plant for Dorman Cheese in 
Monroe, WI. Four years later, he 
was promoted to director of pro-
curement for a newly-merged 
company, Dorman Roth Foods, in 
Moonachie, NJ.

In 1990, Griffin returned to 
Wisconsin and joined Masters Gal-
lery Foods, Inc. as vice president of 
procurement, and was later respon-
sible for the company’s industrial 
sales operations. 

Giffin was promoted to presi-
dent & CEO of Masters Gallery 
Foods in 2006. The company has 
grown substantially under his lead-
ership, from $200 million in sales 
to an excess of $1 billion over a 
10-year period. 

In 2017, Masters Gallery co-
owner Jeff Gentine transitioned 
into the role of president and CEO, 
while Giffin 
began his seat 
as executive 
director and 
board chair-
man of Mas-
ters Gallery 
Foods, Inc., 
where he cur-
rently serves. 

Through-
out his career, 
Giffin has also 
served on various boards and com-
mittees for WDPA, the National 
Cheese Institute (NCI) and the 
International Dairy Foods Associa-
tion (IDFA). 

Specifically, Giffin has been 
active in WDPA for 17 years. He 
has been on the WDPA board of 
directors since 2004, and held the 
title of WDPA president in 2014. 
He is also active on a number of 
WDPA committees and has been 
a tremendous supporter of WDPA’s 
special events. 

Jeff Giffin
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Dairy CPI Up 1.4%
(Continued from p. 1)

cent from April 2019. April’s CPI 
for food at home was 251.7, up 2.7 
percent from March and 4.1 per-
cent higher than in April 2019. 

CPI for cheese and related prod-
ucts was a record high 240.9, up 
1.8 percent from March and 7.0 
percent higher than in April 2019. 
The previous record high for the 
cheese CPI was in November 2014. 
As recently as last September, the 
cheese CPI was until 230, at 229.7.

The average retail price for a 
pound of Cheddar cheese in April 
was $5.45, up more than 12 cents 
from March and up more than 
16 cents from April 2019. That’s 
the highest average retail price 
for Cheddar since October 2015, 
when it was $5.48 per pound. 

Average retail Cheddar prices 
in the major regions reported by 
the BLS (an April average price 
isn’t available for the Northeast), 
with comparisons to a year earlier 
and a month earlier, were: Mid-
west: $5.02 per pound, up 13 cents 
from March and up four cents from 
April 2019; Southeast: $5.57 per 
pound, up more than 16 cents from 
March and up more than 25 cents 
from April 2019; West: $5.12 per 
pound, down almost three cents 
from March and down more than 
eight cents from April 2019.

The average retail price for 
a pound of American processed 
cheese in April was $3.98, up more 
than seven cents from March and 
up 12 cents from April 2019.

April’s CPI for whole milk was 
209.3, up 0.4 percent from March 
and 4.9 percent higher than in 
April 2019. That’s the highest 
level for the whole milk CPI since 
December 2015, when it was 209.4.

April’s CPI for “milk” was 
147.74 (December 1997=100), up 
1 percent from March and 5.8 per-
cent higher than in April 2019. 
The CPI for milk other than whole 
in April was 152.9, up 1.5 percent 
from March and 6.1 percent higher 
than in April 2019.

The average retail price for a 
gallon of whole milk in April was 
$3.27, up almost two cents from 
March and up almost 29 cents 
from April 2019.

Average retail whole milk prices 
in the regions reported by the BLS, 
with comparisons, were: North-
east: $3.64 per gallon, up almost 
five cents from March; Midwest:
$2.57 per gallon, down more than 
four cents from March but up more 
than 40 cents from April 2019; 
South: $3.32 per gallon, up more 
than five cents from March and 
up more than eight cents from 
April 2019; West: $3.50 per gal-
lon, down less than one cent from 
March but up more than 49 cents 
from April 2019.

CPI for butter was 247.9, down 
2.7 percent from March but 3.2 
percent higher than in April 2019. 
The butter CPI has been above 
240 every month so far this year.

The CPI for ice cream and 
related products in April was 233.0, 
up 1.8 percent from March and 3.9 
percent higher than in April 2019. 
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West:
Cheese:   5.54  billion pounds
Butter:       1.03  billion pounds
NDM:         1.125 billion pounds

U.S. Geographic Regions
2019 Production of Selected Products

 Top 10 Cheese States
   2019              1989

Wisconsin   Wisconsin
California   Minnesota
Idaho    California
New Mexico  New York
New York   Iowa
Minnesota   Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania  Missouri
South Dakota  Idaho  
Iowa    South Dakota
Ohio    Illinois

Central:
Cheese:   6.00 billion pounds
Butter:       772.7 million pounds
NDM:         365.1 million pounds

Atlantic:
Cheese:   1.60 billion pounds
Butter:       189.1 million pounds
NDM:         360.6 million pounds

US Cheese Production Set Another 
Record In 2019 Despite Declines 
In Five Of Top 10 Producing States

percent in 2018 and 46.4 percent 
in 2017, up from 45.1 percent in 
2016 and 44.3 percent in 2010 but 
down from 48.4 percent in 2000 
and 64.9 percent in 1991 (the first 
year for which regional production 
statistics are available).

There were 230 plants produc-
ing cheese in the Central region in 
2019, three fewer than the year 
before

The Western region’s 2019 
cheese production totaled 5.54 bil-
lion pounds, up 1.6 percent, or 87 
million pounds, from 2018.

The West’s share of US cheese 
production last year was 42.2 per-
cent, up from 41.8 percent in 2018 
and 41.3 percent in 2017, down 
from 42.5 percent in 2016 and 
42.6 percent in 2010, but up from 
35.5 percent in 2000 and 19.8 per-
cent in 1991.

There were 99 plants producing 
cheese in the West region in 2019, 
four fewer than in 2018.

Cheese production in the Atlan-
tic region last year totaled 1.6 bil-
lion pounds, up 0.8 percent from 
2018.

The Atlantic’s share of US cheese 
output last year was 12.1 percent, 
unchanged from 2018, down from 
12.4 percent in 2017 and 2016, 
13.1 percent in 2010, 16 percent 
in 2000 and 15.3 percent in 1991.

There were 228 plants produc-
ing cheese in the Atlantic region in 
2019, one fewer than in 2018.

Production Declines In Both 
Wisconsin And California
Cheese production in Wisconsin in 
2019 totaled 3.364 billion pounds, 
down 1.7 percent, or 59.1 million 
pounds, from 2018’s record out-
put.

That was the first decline in 
Wisconsin’s cheese production 
since 2001, when output of 2.133 
billion pounds was down 59 mil-
lion pounds from 2000.

Wisconsin’s share of US cheese 
production last year was 25.6 per-
cent, down from 26.3 percent in 
2018, 26.7 percent in 2017, 26.6 
percent in 2000, 31.5 percent in 
1990 and 43 percent in 1970.

There were 127 plants produc-
ing cheese in Wisconsin in 2019, 
two fewer than in 2018.

California’s 2019 cheese produc-
tion totaled 2.54 billion pounds,

See Cheese Output, p. 17

United States cheese production 
in 2019 totaled a record 13.137 
billion pounds, up 0.8 percent, or 
99.9 million pounds, from 2018, 
according to Dairy Products 2019 
Summary, which was released late 
last month by USDA’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service 
(NASS).

US cheese production hasn’t 
declined since 1991, when output 
of 6.055 billion pounds was down 
about 4.6 million pounds from 
1991. 

But last year’s increase of just 
under 100 million pounds was the 
smallest increase, in volume terms, 
since 2003, when cheese produc-
tion of 8.557 billion pounds was 
only up about 10 million pounds 
from 2002.

To put last year’s cheese pro-
duction increase in some recent 
historical perspective, during the 
decade of the 2010s (2010-2019), 
US cheese production increased 
by almost 2.7 billion pounds (from 
10.44 billion pounds to 13.12 bil-
lion pounds), or an average of 
269.4 million pounds per year. 

That period included four annual 
cheese production increases of 
more than 350 million pounds: in 
2018, when output of 13.04 bil-
lion pounds was up 397.4 million 
pounds from 2017; in 2017, when 
production of 12.64 billion pounds 
was up 458.4 million pounds; in 
2016, when output of 12.18 bil-
lion pounds was up 350.1 million 
pounds from 2015; and in 2014, 
when production of 11.5 mil-
lion pounds was up 410.4 million 
pounds from 2013.

In 2019, there were 557 plants 
producing cheese in the US, eight 
fewer than in both 2018 and 2017, 
42 more than in 2010, 155 more 
than in 2000, and 41 more than 
in 1990.

West’s Share Rises, Central’s 
Cheese Output Falls
Cheese production in the Central 
region last year totaled 6.0 billion 
pounds, down 0.01 percent, or 
548,000 pounds, from 2018.

The Central region’s share of 
US cheese production last year 
was 45.7 percent, down from 46.0 
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American-Type Cheese Output 
Falls 0.4%; Share Of Total       
Production Drops Below 40%

For more information, visit www.kuselequipment.com

There were 70 plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in Wis-
consin in 2019, two fewer than in 
2018.

Idaho moved past California into 
the number two spot in American-
type cheese production last year, 
although the state’s production, 
623.1 million pounds, was actually 
down 0.4 percent from 2018.

Idaho’s share of American-type 
cheese production in 2019 was 
11.9 percent, unchanged from 
2018 and 2017, down from 15.9 
percent in 2010 and 13.9 percent 
in 2000 but up from 3.6 in 1990.

There were five plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in Idaho 
last year, unchanged from 2018.

Minnesota’s 2019 American-
type cheese production totaled 
608.3 million pounds, down 2.3 
percent from 2018.

Minnesota’s share of American-
type cheese production last year 
was 11.6 percent, down from 11.9 
percent in 2019, unchanged from 
2018 but down from 17.9 percent 
in 2000, 20.6 percent in 1990 and 
19.1 percent in 1980.

There were nine plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in Min-
nesota last year, one more than in 
2018.

California’s American-type 
cheese production in 2019 totaled 
608.3 million pounds, down 2.3 
percent from 2018 and the fourth 
straight decline after the state’s 
output reached a record 652.8 mil-
lion pounds in 2015.

California’s share of American-
type cheese last year was 11.4 per-
cent, down from 12.0 percent in 
2018, 12.5 percent in 2017, 14.2 
percent in 2010 and 17.6 percent 
in 2000, but up from 10.7 percent 
in 1990 and 2 percent in 1980.

There were 18 plants producing 
American-type cheese in Califor-
nia last year, which was unchanged 
from 2018. 

Oregon’s 2019 American-type 
cheese production totaled 209.9 
million pounds, up 0.5 percent 
from 2018. Oregon’s share of 
American-type cheese output last 
year was 4 percent, unchanged 
from 2018.

There were six plants producing 
American-type cheese in Oregon 
in 2019, unchanged from 2018.

Iowa’s American-type cheese 
production last year totaled 203.2 
million pounds, up 11.6 percent 
from 2018.

Iowa’s share of American-type 
cheese output in 2019 was 3.9 per-
cent, up from 3.5 percent in 2018.

There were eight plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in Iowa 
last year, unchanged from 2018.

American-type cheese produc-
tion in New York last year totaled 
141.6 million pounds, up 1.5 per-
cent from 2018. New York’s share 
of American-type cheese produc-
tion last year was 2.7 percent, 
unchanged from 2018.

There were 24 plants producing 
American-type cheese in New York 
in 2019, one fewer than in 2018.

American-type cheese produc-
tion in all other states last year 
totaled 1.85 billion pounds, up 1.5 
percent from 2018. All other states 
last year accounted for 35.3 per-
cent of total American-type cheese 
output, up from 34.6 percent in 
2018.

There were 125 plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in all 
other states in 2019, two fewer 
than in 2018.

US production of American-type 
cheese in 2019 totaled 5.232 bil-
lion pounds, down 0.4 percent, or 
21.5 million pounds, from 2018’s 
record output.

Despite the production decline, 
last year marked the third straight 
year in which American-type 
cheese production topped 5 bil-
lion pounds.

American-type cheeses (which 
includes Cheddar, Colby, Monterey 
Jack, washed curd and stirred 
curd) accounted for 39.8 percent 
of US cheese production last year, 
down from 40.3 percent in 2018 
and 40.1 percent in 2017, up from 
39.1 percent in 2016 but down 
from 41.1 percent in 2010, 44.1 
percent in 1990 and 59.6 percent 
in 1980.

There were 265 plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in the 
US last year, four fewer than in 
2018.

Central’s Share Falls Below 
50%; West’s Share Rises 
American-type cheese produc-
tion in the Central region last year 
totaled 2.6 billion pounds, down 
1.4 percent from 2018.

In 2019, the Central region 
accounted for 49.7 percent of 
American-type cheese production, 
down from 50.2 percent in 2018 
and 50.9 percent in 2017, up from 
48.2 percent in 2016, but down 
from 52.1 percent in 2000 and 
72.9 percent in 1991.

There were 128 plants produc-
ing American-type cheeses in the 
Central region in 2019, one fewer 
than in 2018.

American-type cheese produc-
tion in the West region last year 

totaled 2.3 billion pounds, up 0.4 
percent from 2018.

The West region in 2019 
accounted for 43.9 percent of US 
American-type cheese production, 
up from 43.4 percent in 2018 and 
42.7 percent in 2017, down from 
45.6 percent in 2016, but up from 
43.3 percent in 2000 and 21.9 per-
cent in 1991.

There were 44 plants producing 
American-type cheese in the West 
region last year, unchanged from 
2018.

American-type cheese produc-
tion in the Atlantic region in 2019 
totaled 336.9 million pounds, up 
1.5 percent from 2018.

Last year, the Atlantic region 
accounted for 6.4 percent of Amer-
ican-type cheese output, up from 
6.3 percent in 2018, unchanged 
from 2017 and up from 6.2 per-
cent in 2016.

There were 93 plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in the 
Atlantic region last year, three 
fewer than in 2018.

Idaho Ranks 2nd In Output, 
Moving Past California
Wisconsin’s 2019 production of 
American-type cheese totaled 
1.003 billion pounds, down 2.2 
percent from 2018 but still the 
third straight year in which the 
state’s American-type cheese out-
put topped 1.0 billion pounds.

Wisconsin’s share of US Amer-
ican-type cheese production last 
year was 19.2 percent, down from 
19.5 percent in 2018, 20 percent 
in 2018, 19.8 percent in 2010, 
24.9 percent in 2000, 33 percent 
in 1990, 41.8 percent in 1980, and 
45.8 percent in 1970.

TRUSTED SOLUTIONS
Since the 1800s, Kusel has been manufacturing high quality cheese  
making equipment that’s built to last. �at’s why large-scale industry 
leaders and smaller artisanal makers trust us time and again. With an 
established line of equipment, and our experienced team at your  
service, you can count on Kusel.

920.261.4112
Sales@KuselEquipment.comKuselEquipment.com

American-Type Cheese Production - 2019
State Output

millions
Percent 
Change

2019 
Share

2019 
Share

Wisconsin 1.003 b -2.2 19.2 19.5

Idaho 623.1 m -0.4 11.9 11.9

Minnesota 608.3 -2.3 11.6 11.9

California 596.5 -5.3 11.4 12.0

Oregon 209.9 0.5 4.0 4.0

Iowa 203.2 11.6 3.9 3.5

New York 141.6 1.5 2.7 2.7

Other 1.85 b 1.5 35.3 34.6

Region Output/Pounds Percent Change 2019 Share 2018 Share

Central 2.6 b -1.4 49.7 50.2

West 2.3 b 0.4 43.9 43.4

Atlantic 336.9 1.5 6.4 6.3

U.S. Total 5.232 b -0.4 39.8 40.3

American 
Type

39.8%
Other 
Cheese
60.2%

Share of Total Cheese 
Production
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Cheddar Production Falls 1.7%;  
First Drop In Output Since 2011

2018 and the state’s highest Ched-
dar production since 2000, when it 
totaled 604.7 million pounds.

Minnesota’s share of output last 
year was 15.8 percent, up from 
15.5 percent in 2018, 15.1 percent 
in 2017 and 15.2 percent in 2010, 
but down from 21.5 percent in 
2000 and 23.9 percent in 1990.

There were eight plants produc-
ing Cheddar cheese in Minnesota 
last year, unchanged from 2018.

California’s Cheddar output last 
year totaled 309.2 million pounds, 
down 7.6 percent from 2018 and 
the state’s lowest Cheddar output 
since 1996, when it totaled 308.6 
million pounds. California’s Ched-
dar production record of 561.6 
million pounds was set in 2002.

California’s share of US Ched-
dar production last year was 8.3 
percent, down from 8.8 percent 

in 2018, 9.6 percent in 2017, 10.4 
percent in 2010 and 19.9 percent 
in 2002.

There were 17 plants producing 
Cheddar cheese in California last 
year, one fewer than in 2018.

Oregon’s 2019 Cheddar produc-
tion totaled 171.9 million pounds, 
down 0.3 percent from 2018. Ore-
gon’s share of US Cheddar output 
last year was 4.6 percent, up from 
4.5 percent in 2018.

There were six plants produc-
ing Cheddar cheese in Oregon last 
year, unchanged from 2018.

Cheddar production in Iowa in 
2019 totaled 106.4 million pounds, 
down 6.4 percent from 2018. 
Iowa’s share of US Cheddar pro-
duction in 2019 was 2.8 percent, 
down from 3.0 percent in 2018.

See Cheddar Output, p. 16

of 951.2 million pounds, set back 
in 1983. But it has grown consider-
ably since 2011, when it was just 
under 550 million pounds, the low-
est level since 1975.

Wisconsin’s share of US Ched-
dar output last year was 19.1 per-
cent, up from 18.8 percent in 2018 
and 18.9 percent in 2017 but down 
from 19.6 percent in 2010, 25.6 
percent in 2000, 32.4 percent in 
1990 and 48.2 percent in 1970.

There were 69 plants producing 
Cheddar cheese in Wisconsin in 
2019, two fewer than in 2018.

Minnesota’s 2019 Cheddar 
production totaled 589.7 million 
pounds, up 0.01 percent from 

US production of Cheddar cheese 
last year totaled 3.74 billion 
pounds, down 1.7 percent, or 65 
million pounds, from 2018.

That was the first decline in 
Cheddar output since 2011, when 
production of 3.1 billion pounds 
was down 4.3 percent, or 138.6 
million pounds, from 2010.

In 2019, Cheddar cheese 
accounted for 28.4 percent of US 
cheese production, down from 
29.2 percent in 2018 and 29.4 per-
cent in 2017, up from 28.2 percent 
in 2016, but down from 31 percent 
in 2010, 34.1 percent in 2000, 39.3 
percent in 1990, 43.9 percent in 
1980, 53.7 percent in 1970 and 
71.1 percent in 1950.

There were 241 plants produc-
ing Cheddar cheese in the US in 
2019, six fewer than in 2018.

Production Falls In Central, 
West Regions, Up In Atlantic
Cheddar production in the Central 
region last year totaled 1.87 billion 
pounds, down 1.6 percent from 
2018.

The Central region’s share of 
US Cheddar output last year was 
50.2 percent, up from 50.1 percent 
in 2018, down from 50.3 percent 
in 2017, up from 47.3 percent in 
2010 and 48.5 percent in 2000 but 
down from 74.3 percent in 1991.

There were 121 plants produc-
ing Cheddar cheese in the Central 
region in 2019, one fewer than in 
2018.

Cheddar production in the West 
region in 2019 totaled 1.54 billion 
pounds, down 2.4 percent from 
2018.

The West’s share of US Ched-
dar production last year was 41.3 
percent, down from 41.6 percent 
in 2018, 41.4 percent in 2017, 47.4 
percent in 2010 and 43.3 percent 
in 2000, but up from 21.9 percent 
in 1991.

There were 42 plants producing 
Cheddar cheese in the West region 
last year, one fewer than in 2018.

Cheddar production in the 
Atlantic region last year totaled 
318.8 million pounds, up 1.4 per-
cent from 2018.

The Atlantic’s share of US Ched-
dar output in 2019 was 8.5 per-
cent, up from 8.3 percent in 2018 
and 2017 and 5.3 percent in 2010.

There were 78 plants produc-
ing Cheddar cheese in the Atlantic 
region in 2019, four fewer than in 
2018.

Wisconsin’s Output Declines,
But Share Increases
Cheddar cheese production in 
Wisconsin in 2019 totaled 712.6 
million pounds, down 0.3 percent 
from 2018.

Wisconsin’s Cheddar produc-
tion remains more than 200 mil-
lion pounds below its record level For more information, visit www.tetrapakusa.com
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Italian Cheese Production Sets 
New Record; West Boosts Share
US production of Italian-type 
cheese last year totaled a record 
5.67 billion pounds, up 1.8 per-
cent, or 101 million pounds, from 
2018’s record output.

Italian cheese production has 
increased every year since 2008, 
when output of 4.1 billion pounds 
was down 78 million pounds from 
2007. Production has set a new 
record high every year since 2010.

Last year, Italian cheese 
accounted for 43.2 percent of total 
US cheese production, up from 
42.7 percent in 2018 and 2017, 
down from 43.5 percent in 2016, 
but up from 42.3 percent in 2010, 
39.8 percent in 2000, 36.4 percent 
in 1990, 24.7 perent in 1980, 17.9 
percent in 1970 and 5.1 percent 
in 1950.

There were 215 plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in the US last 
year,  three fewer than in 2018.

West’s Output Hits 2.7
Billion, Share Rises To 46.7%
Italian cheese production in the 
West region in 2019 totaled 2.701 
billion pounds, up 3.9 percent from 
2018. The West’s Italian cheese 
output has more than doubled 
since 2002, when it totaled 1.29 
billion pounds.

The West’s 2019 share of US 
Italian cheese  production was 
47.6 percent, up from 46.7 percent 
in 2018, 46.4 percent in 2017, 44.9 

percent in 2010, 34.6 percent in 
2000 and 20.1 percent in 1991.

There were 48 plants producing 
Italian cheese in the West region in 
2019, two more than in 2018.

Italian cheese production in the 
Central region last year totaled 
2.271 billion pounds, up 0.9 per-
cent from 2018.

The Central region’s share of 
US Italian cheese output last year 
was 40 percent, down from 40.4 
percent in 2018 and 40.8 percent 
in 2017, up from 38.8 percent in 
2010 and 33.5 percent in 2000, but 
down from 55.5 percent in 1991.

There were 86 plants producing 
Italian cheese in the Central region 
in 2019, unchanged from 2018.

The Atlantic region’s 2019 Italian 
cheese production totaled 699.1 
million pounds, down 2.9 percent 
from 2018.

The Atlantic’s share of US Italian 
cheese output in 2019 was 12.3 
percent, down from 12.9 percent 
in 2018, 12.8 percent in 2017, 16.3 
percent in 2010, 24.4 percent in 
2000 and 24.2 percent in 1991.

There were 81 plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in the Atlantic 
region in 2019, five fewer than in 
2018.

Wisconsin’s Output Drops, 
California Ups Output, Share
Italian cheese production in Wis-
consin last year totaled 1.699 bil-

lion pounds, down 1.8 percent 
from 2018.

Wisconsin’s share of US Italian 
cheese production in 2019 was 30 
percent, down from 31.1 percent 
in 2018 and 31.6 percent in 2017, 
up from 27.8 percent in 2000, but 
down from 32.2 percent in 1990.

There were 59 plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in Wisconsin last 
year, unchanged from 
2018.

California’s 2019 
Italian cheese pro-
duction totaled 1.698 
billion pounds, up 3 
percent from 2018.

California’s share 
of Italian cheese out-
put last year was 29.9 
percent, up from 29.6 
percent in 2018, down 
from 30 percent in 
2017, and up from 22.1 
percent in 2000 and 
15.7 percent in 1990.

There were 34 
plants producing Ital-
ian cheese in California in 2019, 
three more than in 2018.

New York’s Italian cheese pro-
duction last year totaled 357.2 
million pounds, down 0.6 percent 
from 2018.

New York’s share of US Italian 
cheese production in 2019 was 6.3 
percent, down from 6.5 percent 
in 2018, 6.7 percent in 2017, 12.7 
percent in 2000 and 8.9 percent 
in 1990.

There were 17 plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in New York last 
year, one fewer than in 2018.

Idaho’s 2019 Italian cheese 
production totaled 315.6 million 
pounds, which is up 8.4 percent 
from 2018.

Idaho’s share of US Italian 
cheese output last year was 5.6 
percent, up from 5.2 percent in 
2018 and 5.1 percent in 2017.

There were four plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in Idaho in 2019, 
unchanged from 2018.

Italian cheese production in 
Pennsylvania last year totaled 
263.4 million pounds, down 0.9 
percent from 2018.

Pennsylvania’s share of US Ital-
ian cheese production in 2019 was 

4.6 percent, down from 4.8 per-
cent in 2018.

There were 15 plants producing 
Italian cheese in the state of Penn-
sylvania in 2019, two fewer than 
in 2018.

Minnesota’s 2019 Italian cheese 
production totaled 118.3 million 
pounds, up 3.3 percent from 2018. 
Minnesota’s share of US Italian 

cheese output last year was 2.1 
percent, unchanged from 2018.

There were five plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in Minnesota last 
year, which is one fewer than in 
2018.

Italian cheese production in 
New Jersey last year totaled 31.7 
million pounds, down 33 percent 
from 2018. 

New Jersey’s share of US output 
was 0.6 percent, down from 0.9 
percent in 2018.

There were 10 plants producing 
Italian cheese in New Jersey last 
year, unchanged from 2018.

Italian cheese production in all 
other states in 2019 totaled 1.188 
billion pounds, up 6.7 percent from 
2018. All other states accounted for 
20.9 percent of US Italian cheese 
production last year, up from 20.0 
percent in 2018.

There were 71 plants producing 
Italian cheese in all other states in 
2019, two fewer than in 2018.

In the USDA-NASS Dairy Products 
2019 Summary, individual states are 
not shown when fewer than three 
plants reported or when individual 
plant operations could be disclosed. 

SUPERIOR RESULTS
WITH RELCO CHEESEMAKING SOLUTIONS.

RELCO provides a wide variety of cheese making equipment and 
systems for a comprehensive cheese plant design. Our cheese-
technology experts will design a process that is customized to meet 
your specific needs. We focus on alternative thinking to ensure our 
customers experience superior results.

Learn more about RELCO solutions at
relco.net/cheesereporter. 

Contact a RELCO expert today:

320.231.2210
sales@relco.net

 relco.net

For more information, visit www.relco.net/cheesereporter
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Italian-Type Cheese Production - 2019

Italian
Type

43.2%Other 
Cheese
56.8%

Share of Total 
Cheese Production

Region Output Percent Change 2019 Share 2018 Share

West 2.701 b 3.9 47.6 46.7

Central 2.271 b 0.9 40 40.4

Atlantic 699.1m -2.9 12.3 12.9

U.S. Total 5.67 billion lbs 1.8 43.2 42.7

State Output
millions

Percent 
Change

2019
Share

2018
Share

Wisconsin 1.699 b -1.8 30 31.1

California 1.698 b 3.0 29.9 29.6

New York 357.2 m -0.6 6.3 6.5

Idaho 315.6 8.4 5.6 5.2

Pennsylvania 263.4 -0.9 4.6 4.8

Minnesota 118.3 3.3 2.1 2.1

Other 1.188 b 6.7 20.9 20.0
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Mozzarella Production Reaches 
Record 4.495 Billion Pounds, 
34.2% Of US Cheese Output
US Mozzarella production in 2019 
totaled a record 4.495 billion 
pounds, up 2.9 percent, or 128.2 
million pounds, from 2018.

Mozzarella production has now 
topped 4 billion pounds for four 
consecutive years.

Last year, Mozzarella accounted 
for 34.2 percent of total US cheese 
production, up from 33.5 percent 
in 2018, 33.0 percent in 2017, 
33.3 percent in 2010, 31 percent 
in 2000, 28.6 percent in 1990, 17.3 
percent in 1980 and 11.1 percent 
in 1970.

There were 136 plants produc-
ing Mozzarella in the US last year, 
one more than in 2018.

West’s Share Of Mozz 
Increases To 56.6%
Mozzarella cheese production in 
the West region last year totaled 
2.55 billion pounds, up 4.8 percent 
from 2018.

The West’s share of United 
States Mozzarella production last 
year was 56.6 percent, up from 
55.6 percent in 2018, 55.9 percent 
in 2017, 52.7 percent in 2010, 39.4 
percent in 2000 and 22.8 percent 
in 1991.

There were 37 plants produc-
ing Mozzarella cheese in the West 
region in 2019, two more than in 
2018.

The Central region’s 2019 Moz-
zarella production totaled 1.49 bil-
lion pounds, up 2.3 percent from 
2018.

The Central’s share of US Moz-
zarella output in 2019 was 33.2 
percent, down from 33.5 percent 
in both 2018 and 2017, and 33.7 
percent in 2010, up from 32 per-
cent in 2000, but down from 57.2 
percent in 1991.

There were 55 plants producing 
Mozzarella cheese in the Central 
region last year, unchanged from 
2018.

In 2019, Wisconsin accounted 
for 24.7 percent of US Mozzarella 
production, down from 26.1 per-
cent in 2018, down 26.6 percent 
fromn 2017, down 24.8 percent 
from 2010, 25.9 percent in 2000, 
32.3 percent in 1990 and 29.4 per-
cent in 1980.

There were 37 plants produc-
ing Mozzarella cheese in the state 
of Wisconsin last year, unchanged 
from 2018.

Idaho’s 2019 Mozzarella pro-
duction totaled a record 308.4 mil-
lion pounds, up 9.5 percent from 
2018’s record output.

Idaho last year accounted for 
6.9 percent of United States Moz-
zarella production, up from 6.5 
percent in 2018 and 6.3 percent 
in 2017.

There were three plants produc-
ing Mozzarella in Idaho in 2019, 
unchanged from 2018.

Mozzarella production in Penn-
sylvania in 2019 totaled 223 mil-
lion pounds, down 2.6 percent 
from 2018. 

Pennsylvania’s share of US Moz-
zarella output last year was 5 per-
cent, down from 5.2 percent in 
2018.

There were seven plants pro-
ducing Mozzarella cheese in Penn-
sylvania last year, one fewer than 
in 2018.

New York’s 2019 Mozzarella 
production totaled 189 million 
pounds, down 0.4 percent from 
2018. 

New York’s share of US Mozz 
output in 2019 was 4.2 percent, 
down from 4.3 percent in 2018.

There were 15 plants producing 
Mozzarella in New York in 2019, 
which was two more than in 2018, 
it was reported.

Mozzarella production in New 
Jersey last year totaled 16.6 million 
pounds, down 50 percent from 
2018. There were seven plants 
producing Mozz in New Jersey in 
2019, one fewer than in 2018.

Mozzarella production in all 
other states in 2019 totaled 1.081 
billion pounds, up 9.1 percent 
from 2018. 

All other states accounted for 
24.1 percent of US Mozz output 
last year, up from 22.7 percent in 
2018.

There were 39 plants produc-
ing Mozzarella in all other states in 
2019, one fewer than in 2018.

Mozzarella production in the 
Atlantic region last year totaled 
454.9 million pounds, down 4.8 
percent from 2018.

In 2019, the Atlantic region 
accounted for 10.1 percent of US 
Mozzarella output, down from 
10.9 percent in 2018, 10.6 percent 
in 2017, 13.7 percent in 2010, 20.8 
percent in 2000 and 20.0 percent 
in 1991.

There were 44 plants producing 
Mozzarella in the Atlantic region 
last year, which is one fewer than 
in 2018.

California Production Sets 
Record, Share Rises to 34.8%
Mozzarella production in California 
last year totaled a record 1.566 bil-
lion pounds, up 4.2 percent from 
2018’s record output and the sec-
ond straight year in which Califor-
nia produced more than 1.5 billion 
pounds of Mozzarella.

California’s share of US Mozza-
rella production in 2019 was 34.8 
percent, up from 34.4 percent in 
2018, down from 35.3 percent in 
2017 and 36.1 percent in 2010 but 
up from 24.1 percent in 2010, 18.4 
percent in 1990 and 15.4 percent 
in 1980.

There were 28 plants producing 
Mozzarella in California in 2019, 
two more than in 2018.

Wisconsin’s 2019 Mozzarella 
cheese production totaled 1.11 
billion pounds, which was down 
2.4 percent from 2018’s record 
output.

Last year was the fifth straight 
year in which Wisconsin’s Moz-
zarella output topped 1 billion 
pounds.

ALPMA USA | 3015 W Vera Ave | Milwaukee, WI 53209 | phone: 414-351-4253 | email: USAsales@alpma.com | www.alpma.com

F R O M  M I L K  T O  C H E E S E
ALPMA-SULBANA continuous cooker/stretcher - water

Consistent, controlled and adjustable throughput

  Dual augers for an optimal mixing and cooking

  Standard with SEW-motors

  Extended stretching section

  Minimal water consumption

  Capacities up to 13,000 lbs. 
per hour on a single machine

  CIP-compatible

Technology for Processing | Cheese-Making | Cutting | Packaging

Mozzarella Cheese Production - 2019

Mozz
34.2%

Other 
Cheese
65.8%

Region Output Percent Change 2019 Share 2018 Share

West 2.428 b 4.3 55.8 55.9

Central 1.461 b 4.7 33.6 33.5

Atlantic 462.6 m 4.4 10.6 10.6

U.S. Total 4.350 b 4.4 33.4 33.0

Share of Total 
Cheese Production

State Output
Pounds

Percent 
Change

2019 
Share

2018  
Share

California 1.504 b 2.1 34.6 35.3

Wisconsin 1.138 b 2.5 26.2 26.6

Idaho 281.7 m 7.1 6.5 6.3

Pennsylvania 228.9 4.8 5.3 5.2

New York 189.7 0.4 4.4 4.5

Other 1.009 b 10.3 23.2 22.0
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For more information, visit www.alpma.com
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For more information, visit www.drtechinc.com

2019 Production Of Cream, Swiss,   
Hispanic Cheeses Set Records
US production of Cream and Neuf-
chatel cheese in 2019 totaled a 
record 935 million pounds, up 2.2 
percent from 2018’s record output 
and the fourth consecutive year in 
which Cream and Neufchatel out-
put topped 900 million pounds.

In 2019, Cream and Neufchatel 
cheese accounted for 7.1 percent 
of total US cheese production, up 
from 7.0 percent in 2018. 

There were 33 plants producing 
Cream and Neufchatel in the US 
last year, five fewer than in 2018.

Swiss cheese production in the 
US last year reached a record high 
of 338.3 million pounds, up 1.8 
percent from 2018 and 1.8 million 
pounds higher than the previous 
production record, which was set 
in 2010.

In 2019, Swiss cheese accounted 
for 2.6 percent of cheese produc-
tion, up from 2.5 percent in 2018.

There were 62 plants producing 
Swiss cheese in the US last year, 
two fewer than in 2018.

Ohio’s 2019 Swiss production 
totaled 155.5 million pounds, 
down 4.5 percent from 2018. 
Ohio’s share of US Swiss cheese 
output last year was 46 percent, 
down from 49 percent in 2018.

There were 13 plants produc-
ing Swiss cheese in Ohio last year, 
unchanged from 2018.

Wisconsin’s 2019 Swiss cheese 
production totaled 17 million 
pounds, down 2.3 percent from 
2018. There were nine plants pro-
ducing Swiss cheese in Wisconsin 
last year, two fewer than in 2018.

Pennsylvania’s Swiss cheese 
production last year totaled 8.1 
million pounds, down 10 percent 
from 2018. There were 10 plants 

producing Swiss in Pennsylvania in 
2019, one more than in 2018.

Swiss cheese production in all 
other states in 2019 totaled 157.8 
million pounds, up 10.2 percent 
from 2018. There were 30 plants 
producing Swiss in all other states 
in 2019, one fewer than in 2018.

Hispanic Cheese Production
Sets Another New Record
US production of Hispanic cheese 
in 2019 totaled a record 333 mil-
lion pounds, up 6.8 percent from 
2018’s record output. 

Last year was the second straight 
year in which Hispanic cheese 
production topped 300 million 
pounds. To put that in some histor-
ical perspective, Hispanic cheese 
production first topped 100 million 
pounds in 2001, then first topped 
200 million pounds in 2009. 

Hispanic cheese accounted for 
2.5 percent of total US production 
in 2019, up from 2.4 percent in 
2018. There were 63 plants pro-
ducing Hispanic cheese in the US 
last year, two more than in 2018.

California’s 2019 Hispanic 
cheese production totaled 142.5 
million pounds, down 1.4 percent 
from 2018. California’s share of US 
Hispanic cheese production last 
year was 42.8 percent, down from 
46.3 percent in 2018.

There were 13 plants produc-
ing Hispanic cheese in California in 
2019, unchanged from 2018.

Wisconsin’s Hispanic cheese 
production last year totaled 98.2 
million pounds, up 5.2 percent 
from 2018. 

There were 16 plants producing 
Hispanic cheese in Wisconsin last 
year, one more than in 2018.

Hispanic cheese production in 
all other states last year totaled 
92.3 million pounds, up 24.7 per-
cent from 2018. All other states 
accounted for 27.7 percent of US 
production in 2019, up from 23.7 
percent in 2018.

There were 34 plants producing 
Hispanic cheese in all other states 
in 2019, one more than in 2018.

Muenster, Feta, Blue Cheese
Set New Production Records
US production of Muenster cheese 
in 2019 totaled a record 196.9 mil-
lion pounds, up 3 percent from 
2018’s record output. Muenster 
production has increased every 
year since 2009, when output of 
115.5 million pounds was down 
1.7 million pounds from 2008.

There were 40 plants producing 
Muenster in the US last year, one 
fewer than in 2018.

Muenster production in Wiscon-
sin last year totaled 63.8 million 
pounds, up 3.2 percent from 2018. 
There were 20 plants producing 
Muenster in Wisconsin in 2019, 
unchanged from 2018.

Muenster production in all other 
states in 2019 totaled 133.1 million 

pounds, up 2.8 percent from 2018. 
There were 20 plants producing 
Muenster in all other states last 
year, one fewer than in 2018.

Production of Blue and Gorgon-
zola last year totaled a record 94.7 
million pounds, up 0.1 percent 
from 2018. There were 53 plants 
making Blue and Gorgonzola in in 
2019, one fewer than in 2018.

Feta production in 2019 totaled 
a record 130 million pounds, up 0.1 
percent from 2018’s record output.  
Feta output has risen by more than 
52 million pounds since 2010.

There were 50 plants producing 
Feta in the US last year, four more 
than in 2018.

Gouda production last year 
totaled 48.6 million pounds, down 
25.5 percent from 2018. There 
were 87 plants producing Gouda 
in 2019, two more than in 2018.

Production of all other types of 
cheese in 2019 totaled 155.9 mil-
lion pounds. There were 218 plants 
producing all other types of cheese 
in the US last year, four fewer than 
in 2018.

Cold Pack, Cheese Foods,
Processed Cheese Drop
In 2019, US production of pro-
cessed cheeses and combinations 
totaled 2.375 billion pounds, down 
0.5 percent from 2018. There were 
47 plants producing processed 
cheeses and combinations in the 
US, one fewer than in 2018.

Production of processed cheese 
last year totaled 1.6 billion pounds, 
down 10.1 percent from 2018. 
There were 27 plants producing 
processed cheese in the US in 
2019, unchanged from 2018.

Production of processed cheese 
foods and spreads in 2019 totaled 
740.5 million pounds, up 29.4 per-
cent from 2018 and the highest 
output since 2015, when it totaled 
873.3 million pounds. 

There were 23 plants pro-
ducing processed cheese foods 
and spreads in the US last year, 
unchanged from 2018.

In 2019, production of cold pack 
cheese and cheese foods totaled 
30.2 million pounds, down 0.6 
percent from 2018. There were 13 
plants producing cold pack cheese 
and cheese foods in the US last 
year, one fewer than in 2018.

Other Cheese Types Production - 2019
Product State Output

millions
Percent Change

Swiss Ohio 155.5 -4.5

Swiss Wisconsin 17.0 -2.3

Hipanic Cheese California 142.5 -1.4

Hispanic Cheese Wisconsin 98.2 5.2

Hispanic Cheese Other 92.3 24.7

Hispanic Cheese Total US 333.0 6.8

Muenster Wisconsin 63.8 3.2

Muenster Other States 133.1 2.8

Cream/Neufchatel Total US 935 2.2

Brick Total US 2.0 -11.5

Feta Total US 130 0.1

Blue/Gorgonzola Total US 94.7 0.1

Gouda Total US 48.6 -25.5

All Other Total US 155.9
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US Butter Production Sets New 
Record For Second Straight Year

put since 2014, when it totaled 
612.7 million pounds. California’s 
output had reached a record high 
in 2012, at 654.2 million pounds.

California’s share of US butter 
production last year was 29.8 per-
cent, up from 29.4 percent in 2018, 
28.9 percent in 2017, 27.8 percent 
in 2000 and 16.2 percent in 1980.

There were 11 plants producing 
butter in California in 2019, one 
fewer than in 2018.

Pennsylvania’s 2019 butter 
production totaled 90.8 million 
pounds, up 5.5 percent from 2018. 
Pennsylvania’s share of US butter 
production last year was 4.6 per-
cent, up from 4.4 percent in 2018.

There were six plants producing 
butter in Pennsylvania last year, 
unchanged from 2018.

Production in New York last year 
totaled 26.5 million pounds, up 7.2 
percent from 2018. There were 
nine plants producing butter last 
year, two fewer than in 2018.

Production in all other states in 
2019 totaled 1.282 billion pounds, 
up 0.2 percent from 2018. All other 
states accounted for 64.3 percent 
of US butter output last year, down 
from 65.0 percent in 2018.

There were 67 plants producing 
butter in all other states in 2019, 
two fewer than in 2018.

Nonfat Dry Milk Reaches 
Highest Level Since 1965
US production of nonfat dry milk in 
2019 totaled 1.85 billion pounds, 
up 4.1 percent from 2018 and the 
highest level of production since 
1965, when output was 1.99 billion 
pounds. Nonfat dry milk produc-
tion had reached a record high of 
2.23 billion pounds in 1962, and 
topped 2.0 billion pounds every 
year from 1961 to 1964.

There were 55 plants producing 
nonfat dry milk in the US last year, 
one fewer than in 2018.

Production in the West region in 
2019 totaled 1.125 billion pounds, 
up 3.9 percent from 2018. The 
West last year accounted for 60.8 
percent of US NDM output, down 
from 61.0 percent in 2018.

There were 26 plants producing 
nonfat dry milk in the West region 
last year, one more than in 2018.

The Central region’s 2019 non-
fat dry milk production totaled 
365.1 million pounds, up 9.9 per-
cent from 2018. The Central region 
in 2019 accounted for 19.7 percent 
of US NDM production, up from 
18.7 percent in 2018.

There were 17 plants produc-
ing NDM in the Central region last 
year, unchanged from 2018.

Nonfat dry milk production in 
the Atlantic region last year totaled 
360.6 million pounds, down 0.3 
percent from 2018. The Atlantic’s 
share of US NDM output in 2019 
was 19.5 percent, down from 20.4 
percent in 2018.

There were 12 plants produc-
ing NDM in the Atlantic region in 
2019, two fewer than in 2018.

California’s 2019 nonfat dry 
milk production totaled 661.5 mil-
lion pounds, up 12.7 percent from 

2018 and the state’s highest out-
put of NDM since 2015. Califor-
nia’s share of national output last 
year was 35.7 percent.

There were 13 plants produc-
ing NDM in California in 2019, one 
more than in 2018.

Pennsylvania’s 2019 NDM pro-
duction totaled 181.4 million 
pounds, up 0.2 percent from 2018. 

Output in all other states in 2019 
totaled 1.008 billion pounds, down 
0.1 percent from 2018. All other 
states accounted for 54.5 percent 
of US NDM output last year, down 
from 56.8 percent in 2018.

There were 38 plants producing 
nonfat dry milk in all other states 
in 2019, unchanged from 2018.

US production of skim milk 
powder in 2019 totaled 572.7 mil-
lion pounds, up 2.2 percent. There 
were 19 plants producing SMP in 
the US last year.

Dry whole milk production last 
year totaled 141 million pounds, 
down 2.2 percent. There were 13 
plants producing dry whole milk in 
the US in 2019.

US production of milk protein 
concentrate in 2019 totaled 161.8 
million pounds, up 9.8 percent. 
There were 15 plants producing 
MPCs in the US last year, one more 
than in 2018.

Butter production in 2019 totaled 
a record 1.99 billion pounds, up 1.3 
percent, or 25.8 million pounds, 
from 2018’s record output.

That marks the second straight 
time that US butter production has 
set a record; 2018’s revised butter 
production of 1.97 billion pounds 
was up 6.5 percent from 2017.

The last time US butter produc-
tion set new records in two con-
secutive years was in 1940 and 
1941, when output totaled 1.837 
billion pounds and 1.872 billion 
pounds, respectively. 

Last year and 2018 are also the 
only two years in which butter pro-
duction topped 1.9 billion pounds.

There were 93 plants producing 
butter in the US in 2019, five fewer 
than in 2018.

West’s Butter Production 
Again Tops 1.0 Billion Pounds
Butter production in the West 
region last year totaled 1.032 bil-
lion pounds, up 2.8 percent from 
2018 and the second straight year 
in which the West’s butter output 
topped 1.0 billion pounds (the 
region’s 2018 butter output was 
revised up by about 77 million 
pounds, to 1.004 billion pounds).

The West’s share of US butter 
production in 2019 was 51.8 per-
cent, up from 51 percent in 2018 
and 46.9 percent in 2017, down 
from 53.9 percent in 2010, and up 
from 42.4 percent in 2000 and 34.6 
percent in 1991.

There were 23 plants producing 
butter in the West region in 2019, 
one fewer than in 2018.

Butter production in the Cen-
tral region in 2019 totaled 772.7 
million pounds, down 0.6 percent 
from 2018.

The Central region’s share of US 
butter production last year was 
38.8 percent, down from 39.5 per-
cent in 2018 and 42.3 percent in 
2017, up from 36.7 percent in 2010 
and 34.9 percent in 2000 but down 
from 52.5 percent in 1991.

There were 32 plants produc-
ing butter in the Central region in 
2019, three fewer than in 2018.

The Atlantic region’s 2019  pro-
duction totaled 189.1 million 
pounds, up 1.2 percent from 2018.

The Atlantic region’s 2019 share 
of US butter production was 9.5 
percent, unchanged from 2018, 
down from 10.8 percent in 2017, 
up from 9.4 percent in 2010 but 
down from 12.8 percent in 1991.

There were 38 plants producing 
butter in the Atlantic region last 
year, one fewer than in 2018.

California’s Production Hits 
Highest Level Since 2014
Butter production in California in 
2019 totaled 595.1 million pounds, 
up 2.8 percent from 2018 and the 
state’s highest level of butter out- For more information, visit www.ivarsoninc.com

Total Butter and Nonfat Dry Milk
Production

Region NDM Output Percent Change 2018 Share 2017 Share

West 1.125 b 3.9 60.8 61.0

Central 365.1 m 9.9 19.7 18.8

Atlantic 360.6 -0.3 19.5 20.4

U.S. Total 1.85 billion lbs 4.1

Butter Output Millions Percent Change 2019 Share 2018 Share

California 595.1 2.8 29.8 29.4

Pennsylvania 90.8 5.5 4.6 4.4

New York 26.5 7.2 1.3 1.3

Other 1.282 b 0.2 64.3 65.0
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Dry Whey, WPC, WPI Production 
Fell In 2019; Lactose Output Rose

Dry whey production in all other 
states last year totaled 542.4 mil-
lion pounds, up 4.6 percent from 
2018. All other regions accounted 
for 56.4 percent of US dry whey 
output in 2019, up from 52.8 per-
cent in 2018.

There were 17 plants produc-
ing dry whey in all other states last 
year, two more than in 2018.

Lactose Production Sets
Record
In 2019, US production of lac-
tose, human and animal, totaled 
a record 1.23 billion pounds, up 
6 percent from 2018’s record out-
put. Lactose production has now 
topped 1 billion pounds for nine 
straight years.

There were 33 plants produc-
ing lactose in the US last year, 
unchanged from 2018.

Production of whey protein 
concentrate, human and animal, 
totaled 490.8 million pounds in 
2019, down 4.5 percent from 

2018.  Within the WPC category in 
2019, production and plant num-
bers, with comparisons to 2018, 
were as follows:

WPC 25.0-49.9%: 181.4 mil-
lion pounds, down 9.0 percent; 23 
plants, unchanged from 2018.

WPC 50.0-89.9%: 309.3 mil-
lion pounds, down 1.7 percent; 39 
plants, four more than in 2018.

WPC Human: 479.2 million 
pounds, down 5.6 percent; 51 
plants, three more than in 2018.

WPC Animal: 11.5 million 
pounds, up 91.0 percent; 19 plants, 
one more than in 2018.

US production of whey protein 
isolates in 2019 totaled 119.9 mil-
lion pounds, down 1.4 percent 
from 2018’s record output and 
the first production decline since 
2014, when output of 81.3 mil-
lion pounds was down 5.8 million 
pounds from 2013.

There were 20 plants producing 
whey protein isolates in the US in 
2019, three more than in 2018.

US production of dry whey, 
human, in 2019 totaled 961.8 mil-
lion pounds, down 2 percent from 
2018. That was the lowest level 
for dry whey since 2015, when it 
totaled 932.5 million pounds, and 
was also the 10th time in the last 
11 years that dry whey output was 
under 1 billion pounds.

The production record for dry 
whey, human, was 1.11 billion 
pounds, set in 2000. Production 
reached a recent low of 856 mil-
lion pounds in 2014.

There were 31 plants producing 
dry whey, human, in the US last 
year, one more than in 2018.

Dry whey production in the Cen-
tral region last year totaled 425.9 
million pounds, down 5 percent 
from 2018. The Central region last 
year accounted for 44.3 percent of 
US dry whey output, down from 
45.7 percent in 2018.

There were 15 plants producing 
dry whey in the Central region in 
2019, one fewer than in 2018.

The West region’s 2019 dry whey 
production totaled 278.8 million 
pounds, up 1.1 percent from 2018. 
The West in 2019 accounted for 29 
percent of US dry whey output, up 
from 28.1 percent in 2018.

There were eight plants produc-
ing dry whey in the West region 
last year, one more than in 2018.

Dry whey production in the 
Atlantic region in 2019 totaled 257 
million pounds, down 0.1 percent 
from 2018. The Atlantic’s share of 
US dry whey output last year was 
26.7 percent, up from 26.2 percent 
in 2018.

There were eight plants produc-
ing dry whey in the Atlantic region 
in 2019, one more than in 2018.

Wisconsin’s 2019 dry whey 
production totaled 285.8 million 
pounds, down 10.6 percent from 
2018. Wisconsin’s share of US dry 
whey output in 2019 was 29.7 per-
cent, down from 32.6 percent in 
2018.

There were nine plants produc-
ing dry whey in Wisconsin last year, 
one fewer than in 2018.

Dry whey production in New 
York last year totaled 133.5 mil-
lion pounds, down 6.9 percent 
from 2018. New York last year 
accounted for 13.9 percent of US 
dry whey output, down from 14.6 
percent in 2018.

There were five plants produc-
ing dry wheny in New York in 2019, 
unchanged from 2018.

US production of sour cream last 
year totaled a record 1.43 bil-
lion pounds, up 1.8 percent from 
2018’s record output.

Sour cream production has now 
set new record highs for six con-
secutive years. Sour cream pro-
duction has increased by almost 
half a billion pounds (490.2 million 
pounds, to be exact) since 2003.

There were 110 plants produc-
ing sour cream in the US in 2019, 
five fewer than in 2018.

Regional sour cream production 
and plant numbers for 2019, with 
comparisons to 2018, were:

Central: 745.6 million pounds, 
up 5.3 percent; 42 plants, one 
fewer than in 2018.

West: 374.9 million pounds, 
down 3.9 percent; 37 plants, three 
fewer than in 2018.

Atlantic: 305.1 million pounds, 
up 0.8 percent; 31 plants, one 
fewer than in 2018.

Ohio lead the US in sour cream 
production producing 280.5 mil-
lion pounds, up 25.1 percent.  

Others included: New York, 
269.8 million pounds, up 0.8 per-

cent; California, 175.8 million 
pounds, down 8.8 percent; Illinois, 
38.9 million pounds, down 11.5 
percent and Oregon, 17.7 million 
pounds, up 4.8 percent.

Sour cream production last year 
in all other states totaled 641.4 
million pounds, down 2 percent 
from 2018.

Production of creamed cot-
tage cheese totaled 357.9 mil-
lion pounds, up 1.4 percent from 
2018. There were 54 plants pro-
ducing creamed cottage cheese 
last year.

Lowfat cottage cheese produc-
tion last year totaled 327.7 million 
pounds, down 4.2 percent. There 
were 53 plants producing lowfat 
cottage cheese in the US in 2019.

Last year was the second con-
secutive year in which produc-
tion of creamed cottage cheese 
exceeded production of lowfat cot-
tage cheese. 

Production of creamed cottage 
cheese reached a record high of 
1.01 billion pounds in 1972, while 
lowfat cottage cheese peaked in 
2007, at 425.4 million pounds.

Sour Cream Production Sets New Record: 
1.43 Billion Pounds

Small evaporator.
Big performance.
A Better Process.

You can rely on Caloris to
provide an innovative
evaporation system designed
to improve your product,
processes and profitability. All
while maintaining concentrate
quality and liquid purity.

Find out how Caloris can
custom design a cost-
effective and energy-efficient
evaporation system for your
challenges at caloris.com or
call 410-822-6900.

For more information, visit www.caloris.com

Product 2019
Output

Percent 
Change

Skim Milk Powder 572.7 m 2.2

Milk Protein 
Concentrate 161.8 m 9.8

Dry Whole Milk 141.0 m -2.2

Dry Buttermilk 118.3 m 0.2

Dry Whey 
(Human) 961.8 m -2.0

Lactose 1.23 b 3.0

Whey Protein 
Concentrate      
50 -89.9

309.3 m -1.7

Whey Protein 
Isolates 119.9 m -1.4
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Yogurt Production Drops 1.7%, 
Falls To Lowest Level Since 2011
US production of yogurt, plain and 
flavored, in 2019 totaled 4.38 bil-
lion pounds, down 1.7 percent 
from 2018 and the lowest level of 
US yogurt output since 2011, when 
it totaled 4.27 billion ponds.

Yogurt production had reached 
a record high of 4.76 billion pounds 
in 2014, but has declined in four of 
the five years since then.

There were 161 plants produc-
ing yogurt in the US last year, one 
fewer than in 2018.

Yogurt production in the Central 
region last year totaled 1.93 bil-
lion pounds, up 4.5 percent from 
2018. The Central region’s share of 
US yogurt output in 2019 was 44.1 
percent, up from 41.5 percent in 
2018.

There were 37 plants produc-
ing yogurt in the Central region in 
2019, one fewer than in 2018.

The Atlantic region’s 2019 
yogurt production totaled 1.25 
billion pounds, down 6.6 percent 
from 2018. The Atlantic’s share of 
US yogurt production last year was 
28.5 percent, down from 30 per-
cent in 2018.

There were 87 plants produc-
ing yogurt in the Atlantic region in 
2019, one more than in 2018.

Yogurt production in the West 
region last year totaled 1.2 bil-
lion pounds, down 5.6 percent 
from 2018. The West’s share of 
US yogurt output in 2019 was 27.3 
percent, down from 28.5 percent 
in 2018.

There were 37 plants producing 
yogurt in the West region last year, 
one fewer than in 2018.

New York’s 2019 yogurt produc-
tion totaled 679.2 million pounds, 
down 1.7 percent from 2018. New 
York’s share of 2019 US yogurt out-
put was 15.5 percent, down 1.7 
percent from 2018.

There were 37 plants produc-
ing yogurt in New York last year, 
unchanged from 2018.

Yogurt production in Califor-
nia last year totaled 372.0 mil-
lion pounds, down 10.4 percent 
fromm 2018. California last year 
accounted for 8.5 percent of US 
yogurt output, down from 9.3 per-
cent in 2018.

There were 20 plants produc-
ing yogurt in California in 2019, 
unchanged from 2018.

Yogurt production in Texas last 
year totaled 37.8 million pounds, 
up 19.6 percent from 2018. 

Texas in 2019 accounted for 0.9 
percent of the United States yogurt 
production, up from 0.7 percent in 
2018.

There were three plants pro-
ducing yogurt in Texas last year, 
unchanged from 2018.

Yogurt production in all other 
states in 2019 totaled 3.29 billion 
pounds, down 0.8 percent from 
2018. All other states accounted 
for 75.1 percent of US yogurt out-
put last year, up from 74.4 percent 
in 2018.

There were 101 plants produc-
ing yogurt in all other states in 
2019, one fewer than in 2018.

Regular ice cream production 
in in the United States in 2019 
totaled 861.5 million gallons, up 
1.1 percent from 2018. Produc-
tion of lowfat ice cream last year 

totaled 464.8 million gallons, up 1 
percent from 2018.

Frozen yogurt production in 
2019 totaled 62.1 million gallons, 
up 12.8 percent from 2018.

Employee Owned and Operated with locations in Minnesota | Idaho | California

How flexible is your cheesemaking process?

Today’s demanding processing environment requires innovative automation solutions that 
deliver results and ensure uninterrupted uptime. 

At its core, our design strategy is driven by ease of use and flexibility, with open 
architecture that puts you in control of your production down to the smallest details.

Easy to follow operator 
control graphic screen

Skid assembly and complete 
testing prior to shipping

NFPA friendly panel design

Custom  reporting for your plant needs
Engineered custom enclosure to 

suit your plant specifications

Completely custom designed & fabricated based on your needs.  

For more information, visit www.APT-Inc.com

Extra Copies of 
Cheese Reporter’s

Dairy Production Extra 
are available 

by calling:
608-246-8430;

by email:
info@cheesereporter.com;

or by download at
www.cheesereporter.com/

dpe2020htm

State Output
millions

Percent 
Change

2019 
Share

2018 
Share

New York 679.2 m -1.7 15.5 15.5

California 372.0 -10.4 8.5 9.3

Texas 37.8 19.6 0.9 0.7

Oregon Moved To Other DNR

Other 3.29 b -0.8 75.1 74.4

Region Output Percent Change 2019 Share 2018 Share

Central 1.93 b 4.5 44.1 41.5

Atlantic 1.25 -6.6 28.5 30

West 1.2 -5.6 27.3 28.5

U.S. Total 4.38 billion lbs -1.7
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Cheddar Output
Continue from 9

There were eight plants pro-
ducing Cheddar in Iowa in 2019, 
unchanged from 2018.

Vermont’s 2019 Cheddar pro-
duction totaled 101.4 million 
pounds, up 0.3 percent from 
2018. Vermont’s 2019 share of US 
Cheddar output was 2.7 percent, 
unchanged from 2018.

There were 12 plants producing 
Cheddar in Vermont last year, one 
fewer than in 2018.

Cheddar production in all other 
states in 2019 totaled 1.75 billion 
pounds, down 1.7 percent from 
2018. All other states accounted 
for 46.7 percent of US output last 
year, unchanged from 2018.

There were 121 plants produc-
ing Cheddar in all other states in 
2019, two fewer than in 2018.

In the USDA-NASS Dairy Prod-
ucts 2019 Summary, individual 
states are not shown when fewer 
than three plants reported or 
when individual plant operations 
could be disclosed. Idaho’s Ched-
dar output would be an example.

Other American-Type Cheese
Sets New Production Record
In 2019, production of other (non-
Cheddar) American-type cheeses 
totaled a record 1.496 billion 
pounds, up 3 percent from 2018’s 
record output. 

Other American-type cheeses 
last year accounted for 11.4 per-
cent of total US cheese produc-
tion, up from 11.1 percent in 2018. 

There were 153 plants produc-
ing other American-type cheeses 
in the US last year, eight fewer 
than in 2018.

Production of other American-
type cheese in the West region in 
2019 totaled 751.2 million pounds, 
up 6.9 percent from 2018. The 

West’s share of US output last year 
was 50.2 percent, up from 48.4 
percent in 2018.

There were 22 plants producing 
other American-type cheese in the 
West region last year, three fewer 
than in 2018.

The Central region’s 2019 pro-
duction of other American-type 
cheese totaled 726.3 million 
pounds, down 0.7 percent from 
2018. The Central’s share of US 
output last year was 48.6 percent, 
down from 50.4 percent in 2018.

There were 82 plants producing 
other American-type cheese in the 
Central region last year, one fewer 
than in 2018.

Production of other Ameri-
can-type cheese in the Atlantic 
region last year totaled 18.1 mil-
lion pounds, up 1.7 percent from 
2018. The Atlantic’s share of US 
production in 2019 was 1.2 per-
cent, unchanged from 2018.

There were 49 plants producing 
other American-type cheese in the 
Atlantic region in 2019, four fewer 
than in 2018.

Wisconsin’s 2019 production 
of other American-type cheese 
totaled 290.5 million pounds, 
down 6.6 percent from 2018. Wis-
consin’s share of US output last 
year was 19.4 percent, down from 
21.4 percent in 2018.

There were 47 plants produc-
ing other American-type cheese in 
Wisconsin in 2019, one fewer than 
in 2018.

California’s production of other 
American-type cheese last year 
totaled 287.3 million pounds, 
down 2.8 percent from 2018. Cali-
fornia’s share of US production in 
2019 was 19.2 percent, down from 
20.4 percent in 2018.

There were 10 plants produc-
ing other American-type cheese in 
California last year, two fewer than 
in 2018.

Production of other American-
type cheese in Iowa last year 
totaled 96.8 million pounds, up 
41.5 percent from 2018. Iowa’s 
share of US output last year was 
6.5 percent, up from 4.7 percent 
in 2018. There were four plants 
producing other American-type 
cheese in Iowa in 2019, unchanged 
from 2018.

Minnesota’s 2019 production 
of other American-type cheese 
totaled 18.6 million pounds, down 
45.1 percent from 2018. Minneso-
ta’s share of US production in 2019 
was 1.2 percent, down from 2.3 

percent in 2018. There were five 
plants producing other American-
type cheese in Minnesota in 2019, 
one more than in 2018.

Production of other American-
type cheese in all other states in 
2019 totaled 802.3 million pounds, 
up 7.9 percent from 2018. 

All other states accounted for 
53.6 percent of United States pro-
duction last year, up from 51.2 per-
cent in 2018.

There were 87 plants produc-
ing other American-type cheese in 
all other states last year, six fewer 
than in 2018.
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Cheddar Cheese Production - 2019
State Output Percent 

Change
2019 
Share

2018 
Share

Wisconsin 712.6 m -0.3 19.1 18.8

Minnesota 589.7 0.01 15.8 15.5

Idaho Moved To Other DNR

California 309.2 -7.6 8.3 8.8

Oregon 171.9 -0.3 4.6 4.5

Iowa 106.4 -6.4 2.8 3.0

Vermont 101.4 0.3 2.7 2.7

Other 1.75 b -1.7 46.7 46.7

Region Output Percent Change 2019 Share 2018 Share

Central 1.87 b -1.6 50.2 50.1

West 1.54 b -2.4 41.3 41.6

Atlantic 318.8 m 1.4 8.5 8.3

U.S. Total 3.74 billion lbs -1.7 28.4 29.2

Cheddar
28.4%

Other 
Cheese
71.6%

Share of Total Cheese 
Production

Parmesan, Provolone, Romano, Ricotta 
Cheese Production Fell In 2019
US production of Italian-type 
cheeses other than Mozzarella in 
2019 totaled 1.18 billion pounds, 
down 2.3 percent from 2018.

Other Italian cheeses last year 
accounted for 9.0 percent of total 
US cheese production, down from 
9.2 percent in 2018.

Production of soft Italian 
cheeses in 2019, including Mozz, 
Ricotta and others, totaled 4.77 
billion pounds, up 2.7 percent.

Ricotta production last year 
totaled 244.7 million pounds, down 
1 percent from 2018; and produc-
tion of other soft Italian cheeses 
totaled 27.2 million pounds, up 1.2 
percent from 2018.

There were 58 plants produc-
ing Ricotta in the US in 2019, two 
more than in 2018.

US production of hard Italian 
cheeses last year totaled 904.1 
million pounds, down 2.7 percent 
from 2018.

The Central region last year 
accounted for 72.2 percent of US 
hard Italian cheese output, up 
from 71.3 percent in 2018.

The West accounted for 16.3 
percent of US hard Italian cheese 
production, down from 17.7 per-
cent in 2018.

The Atlantic region last year 
accounted for 11.5 percent of US 
hard Italian cheese output, up 
from 11.1 percent in 2018.

US Parmesan production last 
year totaled 412 million pounds, 

down 2.9 percent from 2018 and 
the second straight decline since 
Parm output reached a record high 
of 450.6 million pounds in 2017. 

There were 45 plants producing 
Parmesan last year, four fewer than 
in 2018. Wisconsin’s 2019 Parme-
san production totaled 223 million 
pounds, up 2 percent from 2018. 
Parm output in all other states last 
year totaled 189 million pounds, 
down 8.1 percent from 2018.

Provolone production in the 
US last year totaled 384.1 million 
pounds, down 3.5 percent from 
2018. There were 43 plants mak-
ing Provolone in 2019, up three.

Wisconsin’s 2019 Provolone 
output totaled 208 million pounds, 
down 2.6 percent from 2018. Out-
put in all other states last year 
totaled 176 million pounds, down 
4.4 percent from 2018.

Romano cheese production last 
year totaled 54.6 million pounds, 
down 5.9 percent from 2018. 
There were 28 plants producing 
Romano in the US in 2019, one 
more than in 2018.

Wisconsin’s 2019 Romano 
production totaled 29.2 mil-
lion pounds, down 11.1 percent. 
Romano production in all other 
states last year totaled 25.5 million 
pounds, up 0.8 percent from 2018.

US production of other hard 
Italian cheeses in 2019 totaled 
53.4 million pounds, up 9.1 per-
cent from 2018.



CHEESE REPORTERMay 15, 2020 Page 17

Cheese Output
Continue from 7

down 0.1 percent, or 2.1 million 
pounds, from 2018’s record out-
put. That was the second decline 
in California in the last three years; 
the state’s 2017 output, 2.513 bil-
lion pounds, had been down 1.5 
million pounds from 2016.

California’s share of US cheese 
production last year was 19.3 per-
cent, down from 19.5 percent in 
2018 and 19.9 percent in 2017 but 
up from 18.1 percent in 2000 and 
11.6 percent in 1990.

There were 57 plants producing 
cheese in California in 2019, four 
fewer than in 2018.

The gap between Wisconsin and 
California cheese production last 
year was 822.6 million pounds, 
down from 879.6 million pounds 
in 2018.

Idaho’s Production Tops 1 
Billion Pounds For First Time
Cheese production in Idaho last 
year totaled 1.008 billion pounds, 
up 1.7 percent from 2018 and the 
first time ever that Idaho’s cheese 
output topped 1 billion pounds.

Idaho thus becomes just the 
third state to produce more than 1 
billion pounds of cheese in a single 
year, joining Wisconsin (which first 
topped 1.0 billion pounds in 1972) 
and California (which first topped 
1.0 billion pounds in 1996).

Idaho’s share of US output last 
year was 7.7 percent, up from 7.6 
percent in 2018 and 2017, down 
from 7.8 percent in 2016, but up 
from 7.1 percent in 2000.

There were nine plants pro-
ducing cheese in Idaho in 2019, 
unchanged from 2018.

New Mexico’s 2019 cheese pro-
duction totaled a record 956.5 mil-
lion pounds, up 6.8 percent from 
2018. New Mexico’s cheese out-
put has increased by 347 million 
pounds since 2009.

New Mexico’s share of US pro-
duction last year was 7.3 percent, 
up from 6.9 percent in 2018, 6.1 
percent in 2017, 6.4 percent in 
2016 and 6.1 percent in 2006.

There were four plants produc-
ing cheese in New Mexico in 2019, 
unchanged from 2018.

Cheese production in New York 
state last year totaled a record 
832.2 million pounds, up 3.7 per-
cent from 2018. New Yorks’ pre-
vious production record, 829.4 
million pounds, was set in 2017.

New York’s share last year was 
6.3 percent, up from 6.2 percent in 
2018 but down from 6.6 percent in 
2017, 6.8 percent in 2016 and 8.8 
percent in 2000.

There were 65 plants producing 
cheese in New York state in 2019, 
three more than in 2018.

Production Falls In MN, PA, 
OH, Records Set In SD, IA, OR
Cheese production in Minnesota in 
2019 totaled 730.4 million pounds, 

down 1.4 percent from 2018’s 
record output. 

Minnesota’s share of US cheese 
production last year was 5.6 per-
cent, down from 5.7 percent in 
2018, unchanged from 2017 and 
down from 8.4 percent in 2000.

There were 12 plants producing 
cheese in Minnesota last year, one 
more than in 2018.

Pennsylvania’s 2019 cheese 
production totaled 432.2 million 
pounds, down 0.4 percent from 
2018’s record output.

Pennsylvania’s share of US 
cheese output last year was 3.3 
percent, unchanged from 2018.

There were 43 plants produc-
ing cheese in Pennsylvania in 2019, 
three fewer than in 2018.

Cheese production in South 
Dakota last year totaled a record 
347.7 million pounds, up 18.5 per-
cent, or 54.2 million pounds, from 
2018 and up more than 110 million 
pounds from 2010. South Dako-
ta’s cheese production has more 
than doubled since 2004, when it 
totaled 159.3 million pounds.

South Dakota’s share of US 
cheese production last year was 
2.6 percent, up from 2.3 percent 
in 2018 and 2.2 percent in 2017.

There were seven cheese 
plants in South Dakota in 2019, 
unchanged from 2018.

Iowa’s 2019 cheese produc-
tion totaled a record 333.9 mil-
lion pounds, up 12.7 percent from 
2018’s record output and the 
first time ever that Iowa’s cheese 
production topped 300 million 
pounds.

Iowa’s share of US cheese pro-
duction last year was 2.5 percent, 
up from 2.3 percent in 2018.

There were 11 plants producing 
cheese in Iowa in 2019, unchanged 
from 2018.

Cheese production in Ohio last 
year totaled 226.8 million pounds, 
down 5.2 percent from 2018’s 
record output. Ohio’s share of US 
cheese production last year was 
1.7 percent, down from 1.8 per-
cent in 2018.

There were 19 plants producing 
cheese in Ohio in 2019, unchanged 
from 2018.

Oregon’s 2019 cheese produc-
tion totaled a record 211.1 mil-
lion pounds, up 0.6 percent from 
2018’s record output. Oregon’s 
share of US cheese output last 
year was 1.6 percent, unchanged 
from 2018.

There were eight plants pro-
ducing cheese in Oregon last year, 
unchanged from 2018.

Vermont’s 2019 cheese produc-
tion totaled 145.1 million pounds, 
down 1.2 percent from 2018. 
Vermont’s share of US cheese 
output in 2019 was 1.1 percent, 
unchanged from 2018.

There were 39 plants producing 
cheese in Vermont last year, one 
fewer than in 2018.

Cheese production in Illinois last 
year totaled 80.4 million pounds, 

At H&C we are constantly 
developing solutions 
to enhance efficiency 
and drive growth

Our solutions offer 
enhanced return 
on investment and 
operational efficiency:

Reduced work injuries
Increased running times
Increased product quality
Reduced wastage
Smaller footprint

US Toll Free  800-351-1745
NZ Phone +64 6 872 7140
Email enquiries@hadencustance.com

For more information, visit www.hadencustance.com

down 2.2 percent from 2018. 
There were 12 plants produc-
ing cheese in Illinois in 2019, one 
more than in 2018.

New Jersey’s 2019 cheese 
production totaled 57.8 million 
pounds, down 19.4 percent from 
2018. There were 14 plants pro-
ducing cheese in New Jersey last 
year, unchanged fo 2018.

Cheese production in all other 
states in 2019 totaled 1.87 billion 
pounds, up 0.1 percent from 2018. 
All other states accounted for 14.2 
percent of US cheese output last 
year, down from 14.3 percent in 
2018.

There were 130 plants produc-
ing cheese in all other states in 
2019, three fewer than in 2018.
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Column1Total Cheese 
Production
1989  - 2019

State Output Percent 
Change

2019 
Share

2018 
Share

Wisconsin 3.364 b -1.7 25.6 26.3

California 2.541 b -0.1 19.3 19.5

Idaho 1.008 b 1.7 7.7 7.6

New Mexico 956.5 m 6.8 7.3 6.9

New York 832.2 3.7 6.3 6.2

Minnesota 730.4 -1.4 5.6 5.7

Pennsylvania 432.2 -0.4 3.3 3.3

South Dakota 347.7 18.5 2.6 2.3

Iowa 333.9 12.7 2.5 2.3

Ohio 226.8 -5.2 1.7 1.8

Oregon 211.1 0.6 1.6 1.6

Vermont 145.1 -1.2 1.1 1.1

Illinois 80.4 -2.2 0.6 0.6

New Jersey 57.8 -19.4 0.4 0.5

Region Output Percent Change 2019 Share 2018 Share

Central 6.000 b -0.01 45.7 46

West 5.540 b 1.6 42.2 41.8

Atlantic 1.596 b 0.8 12.1 12.1

U.S. Total 13.137 billion lbs 0.8
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Food Box Program
(Continued from p. 1)

dent upon program success and 
available remaining funds, up to 
$3 billion.

“The international Dairy Foods 
Association applauds the USDA 
for moving quickly, aggressively 
and creatively to formulate the 
Farmers to Families Food Box pro-
gram. Not only will this effort pur-
chase roughly $3 billion in food 
from American producers and pro-
cessors and get it to people in need 
across our country, but the program 
also will establish a new paradigm 
for building partnerships among 
the public, private and non-profit 
sectors to respond to food insecu-
rity. It is truly a win-win-win,” said 
Michael Dykes, IDFA’s president 
and CEO.

“IDFA is pleased to see many 
of our dairy processing members 
included in the winning bids, 
poised to deliver a variety of fresh, 
wholesome, nutritious dairy prod-
ucts to families across the country,” 
Dykes continued. 

“The Farmers to Families Food 
Box program is a creative approach 
to incorporate underutilized food-
service infrastructure, such as 
transportation and refrigerated 
storage, to quickly and efficiently 
get food to Americans in need,” 
Dykes added. “The effort also goes 
beyond traditional programming 
to streamline the acquisition and 
distribution process and forge an 
important partnership among the 
private and non-profit sectors 
which will continue to pay divi-
dends.”

“Innovative solutions are 
demanded in these unprecedented 
times, and I applaud USDA for its 
actions to provide nutritious dairy 
products to families in need,” said 
Jim Mulhern, president and CEO 

of the National Milk Producers 
Federation.

“The need for healthy, whole-
some food products is astronomical 
right now. We applaud the work 
of USDA for this new Farmers to 
Families Food Box Program, help-
ing get high quality dairy foods to 
those that need it most,” said Jeff 
Lyon, general manager of Farm-
First Dairy Cooperative. 

“Our dairy farmers and proces-
sors are pleased to see the USDA 
getting dairy products to those who 
have suddenly found themselves 
without enough food for their 
families,” the Dairy Business Asso-
ciation and Edge Dairy Farmer 
Cooperative said in a statement. 

USDA Buys, Seeks More Dairy
Meanwhile, USDA this week 
announced purchase contract 
awards and issued solicitations for 
dairy products under several differ-
ent initiatives.

USDA announced the contracts 
to seven companies for a total of 
2,052,000 pounds of print salted 
butter, 6/1-pound cartons, for a total 
price of $3,405,805.97; 1,738,800 
pounds of yellow Cheddar cheese 
chunks, 12/1-pound packages, for 
a total price of $3,880,646.28; and 
1,747,200 pounds of yellow shred-
ded Cheddar, 6/2-pound packages, 
for a total price of $3,465,638.40. 

These purchases are being made 
as part of USDA’s trade mitigation 
efforts. The delivery period is July, 
August and September.

Awarded contracts were to:
Associated Milk Producers, 

Inc.: 571,200 pounds of yellow 
shredded Cheddar, 6/2-pound 
packages, for a total price of 
$1,159,532.65.

Challenge Dairy Products, 
Inc.: 1,559,520 pounds of salted 
print butter, 36/1-pound cartons, 
for a total price of $2,604,594.38.

Dairy Farmers of America:
571,200 pounds of yellow shred-
ded Cheddar, 6/2-pound packages, 
for a total price of $1,119,585.60.

Masters Gallery Foods: 151,200 
pounds of yellow Cheddar chunks, 
12/1-pound packages, for a total 
price of $333,668.16.

Prairie Farms Dairy: 492,480 
pounds of salted print butter, 36/1-
pound cartons, for $801,211.63.

Schreiber Foods: 1,436,400 
pounds of yellow Cheddar chunks, 
12/1-pound packages, for a total 
price of $3,204,169.92.

Winona Foods: 151,200 pounds 
of yellow Cheddar chunks, 12/1-
pound packages, and 604,800 
pounds of shredded yellow Ched-
dar, 6/2-pound packages, for a total 
price of $1,529,328.36.

USDA also awarded contracts 
to  companies for a total of 982,800 
pounds of String cheese for deliv-
ery in July, August and September. 
The total price of the String cheese 
purchases is $2,134,210.68. The 
String cheese is being purchased 
in support of USDA domestic food 
distribution programs.

Awarded contracts were to:
Baker Cheese Factory: 491,400 

pounds of String cheese, for a total 
price of $1,042,168.68.

Upstate Niagara Cooperative: 
491,400 pounds of String cheese, 
for a total price of $1,092,042.00.

USDA also awarded a con-
tract to Transylvania Vocational 
Services for a total of 1,018,368 
pounds of instant NDM for deliv-
ery during the second half of 2020. 
The total price of the purchases is 
$2,707,403.21.

USDA issued solicitations under 
Section 32 for fluid milk products 
for delivery from July 6 to Sept. 
20, 2020. Bids are due on May 22, 
2020. 

Recourse Loans
(Continued from p. 1)

processed within a federal milk 
marketing order.

No later than 15 business days 
after receiving a plan from an eli-
gible partnership, USDA would 
have to review the plan, and issue 
an approval or disapproval of the 
plan.

Upon receipt of appropriate 
documentation, USDA would 
reimburse an eligible dairy organi-
zation at a rate equal to the cur-
rent Class I milk price multiplied 
by the volume of milk required to 
make the donated product. In the 
case of donated Class I products, 
USDA would reimburse an eligible 
dairy organization at a rate equal 
to the current Class I milk price 
plus 5 percent multiplied by the 
volume of milk required to make 
the donated Class I product.

Two other sections of the 
HEROES Act’s dairy title relate 
to the Dairy Margin Coverage 
(DMC) program. 

Under one section of the bill, 
USDA would provide supplemen-
tal dairy margin coverage pay-
ments to eligible dairy operations 
whenever the average actual dairy 
production margin for a month is 
less than the coverage level thresh-
old selected by such eligible dairy 
operation.

An eligible dairy operation is 
defined as having a production his-
tory established under the DMC 
program of less than 5 million 
pounds. An eligible dairy operation 
would only be eligible for payments 
under this section during a calen-
dar year in which the operation is 
enrolled in the DMC program.

Under another section of the 
legislation, USDA would provide 
a 15-percent discount for the pre-
miums under the DMC program 
for a dairy operation that makes 
a one-time, three-year election to 
enroll in the program for calendar 
years 2021 through 2023.

The National Milk Producers 
Federation (NMPF) said it appre-
ciates that the HEROES Act 
includes multiple provisions to 
provide additional direct relief to 
dairy farmers based on the losses 
they face this year.

“The dairy industry continues to 
grapple with difficulty and uncer-
tainty on a scale we have not seen 
in our lifetimes. Dairy farmers are 
resilient and will continue to push 
through this challenge, but the help 
provided in the HEROES Act will 
make that burden less overwhelm-
ing. We thank the many members 
of Congress who have given voice 
to dairy’s urgent needs,” said Jim 
Mulhern, NMPF’s president and 
CEO.

NMPF said it looks forward to 
continuing to work with Congress 
and with the Trump administration 
to provide important relief to all 
dairy farmers.
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Let us help you Culture Innovation
For over 50 years, Vivolac Cultures has 
endeavored to bring innovative 
culture design to the dairy industry.       

We partner with our customers to 
provide solutions that give you the 
control, convenience, and flexibility 
you need with the performance you expect.

 Expert onsite technical support and staff
 DVI or bulk starter cultures and media
 Industry leading bio-protection cultures
 Flavor and texture adjuncts for award-winning cheeses
 Custom blending culture options available

Proudly made in the United States

Vivolac Cultures Corp.
www.vivolac.com   innovation@vivolac.com
1-800-VIVOLAC

Silver Spring, MD—The US Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) 
recently published a fact sheet 
designed to help answer questions 
from the food and agriculture sec-
tor about what respirators, dis-
posable face masks or cloth face 
coverings are most appropriate for 
various settings.

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) advises the 
use of simple cloth face coverings 
to slow the spread of the coro-
navirus and to help people who 
are unaware they have the virus 
from spreading it to others. This 
has led to questions from the food 
and agriculture sector about what 
respirators, disposable facemasks, 
such as surgical or medical masks, 
or cloth face coverings are most 
appropriate for various settings. 

FDA’s fact sheet, developed in 
collaboration with the CDC, pro-
vides a quick reference to these 
items potentially worn by workers 
in the food and agriculture sector. 

Disposable face masks act as 
a protective barrier to prevent 
splashes, sprays, large droplets, or 
splatter from entering the wearer’s 
mouth and nose. 

Disposable face masks also help 
prevent the wearer from spreading 
respiratory droplets.

Because disposable face masks 
help prevent the wearer from 
spreading respiratory droplets, they 
may slow the spread of the corona-
virus, FDA noted. Wearing them 
may help people who unknowingly 
have the virus from spreading it to 
others.

The use of cloth face coverings 
in the work environment should 
be used in addition to other con-
trol measures, including engineer-

ing controls such as implementing 
social distance practices and phys-
ical partitions or barriers; and 
administrative controls such as 
frequent cleaning and disinfection 
protocols.

Derived from CDC recommen-
dations, this FDA summary out-
lines key steps that employers and 
workers can take to help stay open, 
prevent and slow the spread of the 
coronavirus, and support continu-
ity of essential operations if work-
ers are diagnosed with or exposed 
to the coronavirus, or show symp-
toms associated with the corona-
virus.

FDA also recently issued two 
documents, a checklist and an 
infographic, designed to help retail 
food establishments that might 
have been closed or partially closed 
during the coronavirus pandemic 
in preparing to reopen. The two 
documents are designed to help 
businesses that prepare food to 
serve or sell to the public directly, 
such as restaurants, bars and carry-
outs, protect employee and public 
health as they reopen for business.

The checklist prompts the user 
to consider the business’ readiness 
to reopen after being closed by 
posing critical questions related to 
food safety and coronavirus-miti-
gation efforts. Topic areas on the 
checklist include: facility opera-
tions; water, plumbing and ice; 
food contact and non-food contact 
surfaces (clean, disinfect, sanitize); 
food temperature control; product 
inspection, rotation; dishwashing 
equipment; handwashing stations; 
employee health/screening; and 
social distancing.

For more information, visit 
www.fda.gov, or www.cdc.gov.

USDA To Waive 
Some Requirements 
For Milk Donation 
Program; Application 
Period Extended
Washington—The US Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) 
will waive certain documentation 
requirements in the “Commodity 
Specifications for Fluid Milk and 
Milk Products Eligible for the Milk 
Donation Reimbursement Pro-
gram,” Greg Ibach, USDA under 
secretary for marketing and regula-
tory programs.

In addition, to ensure that eli-
gible fluid milk processors have 
the opportunity to participate, 
USDA has extended the applica-
tion period through Oct. 30, 2020, 
for the Milk Donation Reimburse-
ment Program for fiscal years 2019 
and 2020. 

The previous deadline for fiscal 
year 2019 applications was May 1.

Once an application is approved, 
participants will be able to file 
their reimbursement claims for fis-
cal years 2019 and 2020 donations 
until Dec. 31, 2020.

USDA is also higlighting allow-
ances in the “Commodity Specifi-
cations” for fluid milk processors 
to make donations with a shelf life 

of at least 12 days from the deliv-
ery date, or the maximum days 
allowed by local or state regulation 
upon delivery, whichever is less. 
The specifications already provide 
for flexibility for fluid milk proces-
sors to donate milk with a shelf life 
of less than 12 days, if permitted by 
their state.

Under the Milk Donation Reim-
bursement Program, eligible orga-
nizations partner with non-profit 
organizations to distribute food 
to low-income individuals. Those 
partnerships may apply for and 
receive limited reimbursements to 
cover expenses related to certain 
fluid milk product donations.

USDA said it has received 
numerous requests to expand the 
program to include additional 
manufactured dairy products. But 
the program is only authorized to 
reimburse for donated fluid milk 
products, and therefore USDA 
doesn’t have the regulatory flex-
ibility to expand the program to 
manufactured dairy products, such 
as cheese and yogurt.

Details about program are avail-
able at www.ams.usda.gov/mdrp. 

Interested partnerships must 
apply for fiscal year 2019 and fiscal 
year 2020 program participation 
by submitting a completed Milk 
Donation and Distribution Plan,  
by Oct. 30, 2020, deadline.

FDA Issues Fact Sheet On Face Masks, 
Best Practices For Reopening Retail 
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Cheese Reporter encourages 
you to contact associations for 

details on possible cancellations 
or postponements

Cancelled: Summer Fancy Food 
Show, Javits Center, New York. 
For information, visit www.spe-
cialtyfood.com.

•
Cancelled: 37th ACS Annual 
Conference & Competition. For 
conference updates, visit www.
cheesesociety.org.

•
July 27-31:  ADPI, ABI Joint Con-
ference, virtual format. Visit 
www.adpi.org/events.

•
Cancelled: Idaho Milk Proces-
sors’ Association Conference. 
For details visit www.impa.us/

•
Aug. 12-14: Membrane Tech-
nology Forum, Marriott Center, 
Minneapolis, MN. Visit www.
adpi.org.

•
Oct. 13-15: NCCIA Annual Con-
ference, Wilbert Square Events 
Center, Brookings, SD. Visit 
www.northcentralcheese.org 
for more details.

PLANNING GUIDE

ADPI, ABI Joint Annual Conference 
Moves To Online Format July 27-31

Wisconsin State 
Fair Dairy Products 
Contest, Blue Ribbon 
Auction Canceled
West Allis, WI—This year’s Wis-
consin State Fair Dairy Products 
Contest and Blue Ribbon Dairy 
Products Auction have been can-
celled, event organizers announced 
Monday.

Several weeks ago, representa-
tives of the Wisconsin State Fair 
Dairy Promotion board of direc-
tors reported that the event was  
postponed. Judging was slated to 
take place here June 25, with the 
Blue Ribbon Auction scheduled for 
Aug. 13.

There were  several factors con-
sidered, said agriculture director 
Brian Bolan. 

Several large industries, as well 
as hundreds of small businesses and 
thousands of part-time employees, 
are paramount to putting on a suc-
cessful fair. 

After surveying recent partici-
pants, communicating with judges 
and contest leadership, we’ve made 
the difficult decision to cancel the 
competition, Boland said.

At this time, the State Fair Park 
board of directors has not made a 
formal decision on whether the 
Wisconsin State Fair will go on as 
planned, Aug. 6-16. 

For questions regarding the con-
test, contact the entry office at 
entryoffice@wistatefair.com.

Registration Open For WSCI Golf Outing 
Scheduled For Sept. 10 In Oregon, WI
Oregon, WI—Registration for the 
Wisconsin Specialty Cheese Insti-
tute’s (WSCI) 20th annual golf 
outing kicked off Monday.

The event will take place here 
Thursday, Sept.10 at The Legend 
at Bergamont. Registration for 
the scramble tournament begins 
at 10 a.m., with a shotgun start 
at 11:15a.m. Lunch will be pro-
vided.

The outing also features hole 
challenges, raffles, door prizes 
and the opportunity to take home 
WSCI’s coveted “Paul McShane 
Traveling Trophy.” A tailgate 

party and awards program will 
wrap up the event.

The early registration deadline 
is July 15, 2020. Both individual 
and foursome registration pack-
ages are available. The early reg-
istration fee for individual golfers 
is $150 per person and includes 
Includes greens fee, golf cart, 
practice range balls, lunch and 
tailgate cookout. The early regis-
tration fee for a foursome is $600. 

Registration  is available online 
at www.wisconsin-specialty-cheese-
institute-2020-golf-event.perfect-
golfevent.com.

Chicago—The American Dairy 
Products Institute (ADPI) and the 
American Butter Institute (ABI) 
announced this week that their 
joint annual conference will take 
place this summer in a safe, virtual 
setting.

For the first time in 22 years, 
ADPI and ABI will host the joint 
event online over the course of 
five days, from July 27-31, 2020. 

Live sessions and panels will be 
designed for between two and two-
and-a-half hours per day, allowing 
attendees to continue their regular 
work schedules. Registered attend-
ees will also have the opportunity 
to watch sessions “on-demand.”

 The conference theme remains 
the same: “Where The Dairy 
Industry Does Business,” and will 
include a virtual exhibit hall. 
where exhibitors and attendees 
can instantly jump into live video/
audio conversations.

The virtual meeting kicks off 
Monday with a panel discussion 
on current market conditions 
and outlook moderated by Mike 
McCully of The McCully Group. 
Meteorologist Jon Davis will look 
at the weather outlook, while 
Rabobanks’ Mary Ledman will 
cover global dairy trends and Phil 
Plourd, Blimling & Associates, will 
look at the latest US trends.

Nationally syndicated colum-
nist Shawn Rhodes will deliver the 
keynote address on how to lever-
age change in the dairy industry 
without sacrificing results.

Tuesday begins with a senior 
leaders panel moderated by tor: 
ADPI president and CEO Blake 

Anderson. Panelists are Michael 
Dykes, International Dairy 
Foods Association; Jim Mulhern, 
National Milk Producers Fed-
eration; Barbara O’Brien, , Dairy 
Management; and Tom Vilsack, 
US Dairy Export Council.

Wednesday’s discussion on pro-
tein trends will feature Innova 
Market Insights’ Thomas Vierhile 
on the latest global trends; Lind-
sey Ormand of Milk Specialities 
Global on strategic defense of pro-
teins; and  moderator Patti Smith,  
Valley Milk, LLC.

ABI’s Alan Bjerga will lead a ses-
sion on reshaping the dairy supply 
chain in response to coronavirus. 
Farmers, processors and market-
ers will talk about their operations 
and the changes they’ve made to 
ensure the flow of milk and dairy 
products continues.

Thursday’s session on value 
added ingredients will include 
Brandon Carter, High Desert Milk; 
Rohit Kapoor, NDC/DMI; Chen-
chaiah Marella, Idaho Milk Prod-
ucts; and moderator Jason Michel, 
Valley Queen Cheese.

A panel dedicated to dairy 
ingredients will be led by Jimco 
Hrusovszky of  United Dairymen of 
Arizona, and will feature Richard 
Bradfield, International Ingredi-
ents Corporation; Gabriel Sevilla, 
Proliant Dairy; and a representa-
tive from Bimbo Bakeries.

Friday’s closing session will 
highlight risk management of dairy 
products by segment and class. Sara 
Dorland of CERES will serve as 
moderator, and panelists include: 
Brian Rice, Rice Dairy/VaultAG; 

Eric Meyer, HighGround Dairy; 
Tiffany LeMendola, Blimling and 
Associates; Prince Jibunor, Cargill; 
Ryan Moffett, Wells Fargo; and 
Kyle Schrad, Int’l FCStone.

Cost to attend the event is $199 
for ADPI/ABI members, and $299 
for non-members. A discounted 
rate of $199 is available for gov-
ernment and academia. 

Price includes access to all ses-
sions of the virtual event portal 
which includes live sessions and 
panels, on-demand presentations, 
virtual exhibit hall, sponsor show-
case and networking portals. 

Access to the exhibit hall por-
tal  is available for a stand-alone 
price of $100 per person. Complete 
event details and online registra-
tion can be found at www.adpi.org. 

WDPA Reschedules 
Golf Outing For 
September 3
Stevens Point, WI—The Wis-
consin Dairy Products Associa-
tion (WDPA) has rescheduled its 
annual golf outing, now slated to 
take place here Thursday, Septem-
ber 3 at SentryWorld Golf Course.

The event was to take place May 
14 at the same location in Stevens 
Point, WI.

WDPA said everything will 
remain the same, only the date was 
changed.

For those members who had 
already paid for the May 14, golf 
outing, WDPA said those payments 
will automatically be transferred to 
the new date in September.

For those unable to make the 
new September 3 outing and had 
already paid, WDPA asks you to 
contact their offices at 608-836-
3336. For more details, visit www.
wdpa.net.
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1. Equipment for Sale

ALFA-LAVAL SEPARATOR: Model 
MRPX 518 HGV hermetic separator. 
Can be set up for warm or cold. WEST-
FALIA SEPARATOR: Model MSA 200. 
Call Great Lakes Separators at (920) 
863-3306 or e-mail drlambert@dialez.
net.

FOR SALE:  Car load of 300-400-500 
late model open top milk tanks.  Like 
new.  (262) 473-3530

WESTFALIA SEPARATORS: New 
arrivals!  Great condition. Model num-
ber 418. Call GREAT LAKES SEPA-
RATORS at (920) 863-3306 or e-mail 
drlambert@dialez.net.

FOR SALE: 1500 and 1250 cream 
tanks. Like New. (800) 558-0112. (262) 
473-3530.

SEPARATOR NEEDS - Before you buy 
a separator, give Great Lakes a call. 
TOP QUALITY, reconditioned machines 
at the lowest prices. Call  Dave Lam-
bert, Great Lakes Separators at  (920) 
863-3306; drlambert@dialez.net for 
more information.

2. Equipment Wanted

WANTED TO BUY: Westfalia or Alfa-
Laval separators. Large or small. Old or 
new. Top dollar paid. Call Great Lakes 
Separators at (920) 863-3306 or email 
drlambert@dialez.net

3. Products & Services

4. Walls & Ceiling

EXTRUTECH PLASTICS NEW!  Anti-
microbial  POLY BOARD-AM sanitary 
panels provide non-porous, easily 
cleanable, bright white surfaces, perfect 
for incidental food contact applications. 
CFIA and USDA accepted, and Class 
A for smoke and flame. Call Extrutech 
Plastics at 888-818-0118 or www.epi-
plastics.com for more information.

5.  Real Estate

DAIRY PLANTS FOR SALE:            
http://dairyassets.webs.com/acqui-
sitions-mergers-other. Contact Jim 
at 608-835-7705; or by email at jim-
cisler7@gmail.com

The “Industry’s” Market Place for Products,  Services, Equipment and Supplies, Real Estate and Employee Recruitment

6. Promotion & Placement

PROMOTE  YOURSELF - By contact-
ing Tom Sloan & Associates. Job 
enhancement thru results oriented 
professionals. We place cheese mak-
ers, production, technical, maintenance, 
engineering  and sales management  
people. Contact Dairy Specialist David 
Sloan, Tom Sloan or Terri Sherman. 
TOM SLOAN & ASSOCIATES, INC., 
PO Box 50, Watertown, WI 53094. 
Phone: (920) 261-8890 or FAX: (920) 
261-6357; or by email: tsloan@tsloan.
com.

7. Consultants

SQF CONSULTANT +               
IMPLEMENTATION ASSISTANT: Do 
you wish to obtain SQF Certification 
for your facility? Could you benefit from 
the use of a local, industry experienced 
SQF Consultant?  I have assisted many 
small and mid-sized cheese manufac-
turers, cold storage warehouses, and 
ingredient brokers in Wisconsin and 
Illinois to achieve their SQF Certifica-
tion, and I want to help you too.  I can 
navigate the process, provide various 
templates, training, and personalized 
guidance to make the process easier.  
I am based out of Madison, WI.  Call 
Brandis Wasvick at 651-271-0822 or 
Email: bluecompasscompliance@
gmail.com  or or visit BlueCompass-
Compliance.com for more informa-
tion, testimonials, and to see how you 
and I can get started today. BRANDIS 
WASVICK, SQF AND FOOD SAFETY 
COMPLIANCE CONSULTANT AND 
ASSISTANT

8. Positions Wanted

9. Help Wanted

Have you recently lost your job or 
down-sized from your position? Would 
you like the ability to stay in touch with 
the latest job offerings?  Apply for a 
free 3-month subscription to Cheese 
Reporter by calling 608-246-8430 or 
visit www.cheesereporter.com for all 
the latest listings. To advertise, email 
marketing@cheesereporter.com for 
more information.

10. Sheep Milk

Classified Advertisements should be placed 
by Thursday for the Friday issue. Classified ads 
charged at $0.75 per word. Display Classified 
advertisements charged at per column inch 
rate. For more information, call 608-316-3792 
or email kthome@cheesereporter.com

General Machinery Corporation

Lower Discharge 
Cheese Portioner

Cuts blocks or any wire-cuttable product 
into uniform pieces prior to further processing.

1-888-243-6622
Email: sales@genmac.com

www.genmac.com

General Machinery Corporation

1820 Single Direction
Cheese Cutter

Reduces wire cutable product into uniform 
portions for dicing, shredding, or blending.

1-888-243-6622
Email: sales@genmac.com

www.genmac.com

TU-WAY
3000LD

     

General Machinery Corporation

1810 Champ
Cheese Cutter
 Cuts cheese economically
 Optional one or 
     two-wire cross cut
 Capacity of up to 
      7” x 11” x 14”
 Air-operated down feed
 Optional swing harp 
     and leveling pads

1-888-243-6622
Email: sales@genmac.com

www.genmac.com

General Machinery Corporation

1800 Champ
Cheese Cutter
 Cuts cheese economically
 Air-operated vertical feed
 Capacity of up to 
      7” x 11” x 14”
 Air-operated down feed
 Optional swing harp 
     and leveling pads

1-888-243-6622
Email: sales@genmac.com

www.genmac.com

1-888-243-6622
Email: sales@genmac.com

www.genmac.com

General Machinery Corporation

Custom Harp
& Platen Cart
 Holds 24 Harps as well as        20 Platens
 Drawer for Wiring Tools
 Custom Stainless Steel, DA Finish

1-888-243-6622
Email: sales@genmac.com

www.genmac.com

Western Repack

Reclamation Services
• Cheese Salvage/Repacking
• 640# Block Cutting
 

Handling cheese both as a 
service and on purchase. 

Bring us your special projects

Western Repack, LLC
(801) 388-4861

 We Purchase Fines and Downgraded Cheese

10. Sheep Milk

SHEEP MILK AVAILABLE: We have 
recently completed our growth plans 
and ramped up production of a con-
sistent, high-quality supply of sheep 
milk. Shipments available in both fluid 
tanker or frozen totes which enable 
us to ship anywhere throughout 
the U.S., and in quantities to match 
your current production needs and 
future growth. Convenient long-term 
or short-term agreements are avail-
able. For more information, email                               
jeffw@msjandco.com.

10. Cheese & Dairy Products

VINTAGE CHEDDAR CHEESE:  Aged 
premium Cheddar cheese from 7 years 
to 22 years old. Made in Black Creek, 
WI. White and colored. Available in pallet 
or individual 40-pound blocks. Call 715-
735-6922.

KEYS MANUFACTURING: Dehydra-
tors of scrap cheese for the animal feed 
industry. Contact us for your scrap at 
(217) 465-4001 or email keysmfg@aol.
com.

11. Conversion Services

LANCASTER CHEESE SOLUTIONS:
A  Cheese Conversion Company.
Blocks or bars from 5 ounce to 10 
pound. Located in southeast Pennsyl-
vania. Call with your requests. (717) 
351-0046.

15. Warehousing

COLD STORAGE SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE: Sugar River Cold Storage in 
Monticello, WI. has space available in 
it’s refrigerated buildings. Temp’s are 
36, 35 and 33 degrees. We are SQF 
Certified and work with your schedule. 
Contact Eric at 608-938-1377 or visit 
our website sugarrivercoldstorage.
com.

AMBIENT/COOLER/FREEZER/
CROSS-DOCKING: For all your 
warehousing needs contact               
CEDAR VALLEY WAREHOUSING!
Conveniently located on State Highway 
57 in Belgium, WI. Our New, 88,000 
square foot warehouse, is available 
to service YOUR needs. 14 Dock 
Doors to expedite CROSS-DOCK-
ING.  To request a QUOTE, EMAIL:           
SHIPPING@CEDARVALLEYCHEESE.
COM. Or Call (920) 994-2934.   

HIRING
Le Sueur Cheese - Le Sueur, MN

The Cheese Production Supervisor assists in overseeing 
cheese production in the plant facility.  The Le Sueur 
facility processes 2.6 mm lbs. of milk daily, manufacturing 
a variety of Italian, cheddar and reduced fat cheeses. The 
Cheese Production Supervisor supervises the operation 
of workers and equipment in the production area, while 
applying learned knowledge of processes involved and 
production methods.

AA/EOE Minority/ Female/Disability /Veteran/Sexual Orientation/Gender Identity  

Interested in applying?
Apply online at www.agropurcareers.us
Or submit your resume to kelsey.schwartz@agropur.com

Agropur inc. is 
a wholly-owned 

subsidiary of Agropur 
Cooperative, which 
is a North American 
dairy industry leader 

founded in 1938. With 
sales of $5.5 billion 

$USD in 2019, Agropur 
is a source of pride to 
its 3,024 members and 
8,800 employees who 
pursue its vision every 

day: “Better dairy. 
Better world.” Agropur 
processes more than 
14 billion pounds of 

milk per year at its 38 
plants across North 

America. 

CHEESE 
PRODUCTION  
SUPERVISOR 
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DAIRY PRODUCT SALES

Week Ending May 9 May 2 April 25 April 18
40-Pound Block Cheddar Cheese Prices and Sales

Weighted Price  Dollars/Pound
US 1.1349 1.1735• 1.2225 1.3872 
Sales Volume  Pounds
US 10,048,423 9,899,361 9,836,566 11,380,726

500-Pound Barrel Cheddar Cheese Prices, Sales & Moisture Contest

Weighted Price  Dollars/Pound  
US 1.1838 1.1323• 1.1638• 1.2791•
Adjusted to 38% Moisture  
US 1.1228 1.0736• 1.1021• 1.2123•
Sales Volume  Pounds
US 14,467,741 13,020,003• 16,513,638 14,194,042 
Weighted Moisture Content Percent
US 34.63 34.61• 34.53 34.59

AA Butter

Weighted Price  Dollars/Pound
US 1.1850 1.1285• 1.1229 1.2516• 
Sales Volume                                        Pounds
US 3,683,917 44,425,229• 6,639,898 5,324,223•

Extra Grade Dry Whey Prices

Weighted Price  Dollars/Pounds
US 0.3794 0.3775• 0.3721 0.3739
Sales Volume
US 4,611,158 4,393,231 5,510,620 4,666,316

 Extra Grade or USPHS Grade A Nonfat Dry Milk

Average Price  Dollars/Pound
US 0.8396 0.8585 0.8854• 0.9315 
Sales Volume  Pounds
US 22,856,230 23,861,916• 24,785,998 23,990,707 
     

May 13, 2020—AMS’ National Dairy Prod-
ucts Sales Report. Prices included are pro-
vided each week by manufacturers. Prices 
collected are for the (wholesale) point of 
sale for natural, unaged Cheddar; boxes 
of butter meeting USDA standards; Extra 
Grade edible dry whey; and Extra Grade 
and USPH Grade A nonfortified NFDM.   
•Revised

             If changing subscription, please include your old and new address below 

Circle, copy and FAX to (608) 246-8431 for prompt response

CHEESE REPORTER SUBSCRIBER SERVICE CARD

Name  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Title  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Company  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Address  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

City/St/Zip  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

E-Mail Phone  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

TYPE OF BUSINESS:
___Cheese Manufacturer
___Cheese Processor
___Cheese Packager
___Cheese Marketer(broker, distributor, retailer
___Other processor (butter, cultured products)
___Whey processor
___Food processing/Foodservice
___Supplier to dairy processor

JOB FUNCTION:
___Company Management
___Plant Management
___Plant Personnel
___Laboratory (QC, R&D, Tech)
___Packaging
___Purchasing
___Warehouse/Distribution
___Sales/Marketing

Name  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Title  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Company  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Address  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

City/St/Zip  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

E-Mail Phone  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
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 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
‘18 .7268 .7211 .6960 .7027 .7502 .7949 .8092 .8144 .8437 .8658 .8817 .8851
‘19 .8929 .8995 .9025 .9025 .9074 .9244 .9297 .9444 .9465 .9530 .9597 .9854
‘20 1.0017 1.0140 1.0148 1.0027 

AVERAGE MONTHLY WPC MOSTLY PRICES: USDA

DAIRY FUTURES PRICES
SETTLING PRICE                                                                                            *Cash Settled

Date Month  Class Class Dry  Block  
  III  IV Whey NDM Cheese Cheese* Butter*

5-8 May 20 11.55 10.22 37.700 85.000 1.269 1.2400 121.000
5-11 May 20 11.71 10.29 37.700 85.700 1.274 1.2500 122.125
5-12 May 20 11.73 10.33 37.850 86.000 1.289 1.2600 122.500
5-13 May 20 12.08 10.50 37.850 86.000 1.308 1.2900 124.000
5-14 May 20 12.48 10.62 37.850 86.500 1.315 1.3300 128.000

5-8 June 20 13.68 11.30 38.300 86.000 1.469 1.4600 140.825
5-11 June 20 14.43 11.58 38.500 87.750 1.530 1.5350 147.000
5-12 June 20 14.60 11.65 37.750 88.250 1.595 1.5510 147.250
5-13 June 20 15.35 12.30 37.750 92.000 1.644 1.6260 152.250
5-14 June 20 16.10 13.05 37.725 95.975 1.719 1.7760 162.250

5-8 July 20 14.70 12.10 39.000 90.000 1.561 1.5500 148.000
5-11 July 20  15.45 12.66 39.500 93.750 1.600 1.6250 158.000
5-12 July 20 15.30 12.64 39.350 93.750 1.661 1.6170 158.000
5-13 July 20 16.05 13.39 38.950 97.000 1.701 1.6920 163.000
5-14 July 20 16.80 14.14 38.450 101.000 1.755 1.8400 173.000

5-8 Aug 20 15.27 12.68 40.000 94.325 1.635 1.6020 154.025
5-11 Aug 20 16.02 13.30 40.125 97.575 1.640 1.6770 164.000
5-12 Aug 20 15.95 13.13 40.000 100.200 1.678 1.6720 164.000
5-13 Aug 20 16.66 13.88 38.500 93.575 1.752 1.7340 169.000
5-14 Aug 20 17.41 14.63 38.350 104.200 1.765 1.8500 179.000

5-8 Sept 20 15.72 13.00 40.400 97.900 1.687 1.6440 157.175
5-11 Sept 20  16.47 13.60 40.775 100.550 1.687 1.7190 166.000
5-12 Sept 20 16.33 13.54 40.000 99.900 1.730 1.7120 166.500
5-13 Sept 20 16.85 14.11 38.975 103.250 1.779 1.7630 171.500
5-14 Sept 20 17.60 14.86 38.975 107.250 1.790 1.8500 181.500

5-8 Oct 20 16.00 13.03 40.000 99.500 1.720 1.6810 159.175
5-11 Oct 20 16.74  13.78 40.000 103.500 1.720 1.7380 168.000
5-12 Oct 20 16.53 13.78 40.000 103.250 1.732 1.7300 168.000
5-13 Oct 20 16.89 14.25 39.000 105.750 1.788 1.7690 173.000
5-14 Oct 20 17.55 15.00 39.000 109.750 1.790 1.8480 183.000

5-8 Nov 20 15.95 13.21 38.825 101.400 1.725 1.6730 162.725
5-11 Nov 20 16.55 13.86 39.400 104.275 1.725 1.7200 172.375
5-12 Nov 20 16.37 13.86 39.400 104.650 1.728 1.7120 169.100
5-13 Nov 20 16.78 14.41 39.400 106.875 1.771 1.7450 174.100
5-14 Nov 20 17.26 15.16 39.225 110.525 1.775 1.8120 182.250

5-8 Dec 20 15.72 13.61 38.425 103.000 1.710 1.6600 164.000
5-11 Dec 20 16.34  14.21 38.700 103.700 1.710 1.6900 171.850
5-12 Dec 20 16.16 14.24 38.775 104.650 1.710 1.6910 172.000
5-13 Dec 20 16.44 14.57 38.775 108.000 1.731 1.7050 177.000
5-14 Dec 20 16.70 15.32 38.775 112.000 1.731 1.7500 187.000

5-8 Jan 21 15.43 13.78 39.025 103.875 1.660 1.6250 166.525
5-11 Jan 21 15.84 13.78 39.025 104.500 1.660 1.6550 174.350
5-12 Jan 21 15.78 14.21 39.025 104.675 1.660 1.6750 175.500
5-13 Jan 21 15.96 14.66 39.025 107.975 1.682 1.6800 178.025
5-14 Jan 21 16.25 15.40 39.025 111.975 1.682 1.7140 185.500

5-8 Feb 21 15.60 14.17 38.775 103.175 1.665 1.6350 171.750
5-11 Feb 21 15.71 14.17 38.775 104.450 1.665 1.6490 175.600
5-12 Feb 21 15.78 13.99 38.775 105.025 1.665 1.6750 176.700 
5-13 Feb 21 15.95 14.61 38.775 109.000 1.676 1.6760 177.075
5-14 Feb 21 16.13 15.35 38.775 113.000 1.676 1.7000 187.000

5-8 Mar 21 15.70 14.37       38.625 105.000 1.687 1.6550 173.000
5-11 Mar 21 15.70  14.37 39.000 105.000 1.687 1.6670 177.700
5-12 Mar 21 15.85 14.47 39.000 105.375 1.687 1.6750 179.050
5-13 Mar 21 15.99 14.61 39.000 108.050 1.690 1.6900 179.050
5-14 Mar 21 16.14 15.36 39.000 112.050 1.690 1.7000 189.050

Interest -          23,748 5,811 3,539 9,540 807 24,924 10,210
May 14
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DAIRY PRODUCT MARKETS
AS REPORTED BY THE  US DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

WHOLESALE CHEESE MARKETS

WHOLESALE BUTTER MARKETS - MAY 13
WEST:  Western butter markets are slowly 
improving from the turmoil created by COVID-
19. Butter manufacturers are sorting through 
the flotsam and jetsam resulting from the 
demand shift away from foodservice and the 
surge into retail sales. Processors say they 
still do not see much interest for bulk but-
ter. Foodservice demand, although show-
ing some signs of life, is lethargic. Demand 
for butter used as an ingredient is mixed. 
It seems to be dependent on whether the 
end product is getting used in foodservice 
or retail. Manufacturers suggest much of the 
growing inventory is bulk butter, leaving less 
room for pre-packaged print butter set aside 
for later in the year. Butter production is 
steady to slower. There is less cream com-
ing off bottling lines and more cream moving 
into ice cream and cream cheese manufac-
turing. In addition, higher cream multiples 
have allowed some butter makers to sell off 
some cream and ease back on production.

CENTRAL: Butter producers report more 
changes afoot in the market and on the pro-
duction front. Cream prices, at least currently, 
remain within reach for butter churning. That 
said, .50 to .70 multiples are now history. 
Foodservice is lighter when compared to pre-
vious years, but has definitely grown, in some 
cases multiplied, when compared to previous 
weeks. Plant managers are concerned about 
Q4 supplies and are preparing to manage 
production/inventories for current demand 
versus storing for fall demand expectations. 

NORTHEAST: Production is steady with 
a good share of output directed to the retail 
and foodservice sectors. Some butter mak-
ers shopped for additional Class IV cream 
this week as increased butter interest, from 
foodservice, competes with seasonal Class 
II ice cream manufacturing needs. Multiples 
are higher in the East, this week, ranging 
1.20-1.25.

NATIONAL - MAY 8:  Cheese market tones, demand and production have changed 
markedly from previous weeks. Cheese market prices have rebounded, after reaching 
COVID-19 related valleys. Buyers have received  the memo and are taking on more, both in 
retail and food service sectors. Foodservice customers, who have held back throughout April, 
have begun to reengage. Plant managers have responded. They say lines that were all but 
down as recently as last week, are running six days per week. Retail orders are seasonally 
increasing, as well. Contacts are hopeful for a spring/early summer festival/outdoor activity 
schedule that somewhat resembles those of previous years. Milk is plentiful. 

NORTHEAST - MAY 13: Cheese makers are receiving lower milk volumes, as market 
participants report reduced amounts of extra milk available in the Northeast. Cheese produc-
tion schedules are fairly healthy and not burdensome in operations. Market conditions have 
improved. Foodservice demands are growing, with restaurants altering their food services 
and many reopening. Cheese sales have been positive for several retailers. As the weather 
is warming up in the region, consumers are partaking in more outside grilling. In addition, 
Italian type cheese orders from pizzerias continue to pick up. On the spot market, Cheddar 
cheese prices are moving higher.

Wholesale prices, delivered, dollars per/lb:
Cheddar 40-lb blocks: $1.7300 - $2.0175 Process 5-lb sliced: $1.3500 - $1.8300
Muenster:  $1.7175 - $2.0675 Swiss Cuts 10-14 lbs: $3.3475 - $3.6700

MIDWEST AREA - MAY 13: Cheese producers are working their way through a 
dynamic market environment. Cheese production is busy in the Midwest. As foodservice 
orders have shifted much higher in recent weeks, plant managers have upped cheese manu-
facturing across the board. Retail orders have remained mostly steady to stronger throughout 
the past weeks. Milk availability has begun to reflect the upward production trends. This 
week, spot milk Class plus price overages have been reported for only the second time this 
year (the first overage was during week 13 in  late March). However, unlike in that first week, 
price overages are expected to continue, while contacts say discounts may be nowhere to be 
found. Cheese market tones are resolutely more positive at this point in the week.

Wholesale prices delivered, dollars per/lb: 
Brick 5# Loaf:  $1.6450 - $2.0700 Cheddar 40# Block: $1.3675 - $1.7675
Monterey Jack 10#: $1.6200 - $1.8250 Mozzarella 5-6#: $1.4450 - $2.3900
 Muenster 5#  $1.6450 - $2.0700 Process 5# Loaf: $1.3350 - $1.6950
Grade A Swiss 6-9#:  $2.8625 - $2.9800 Blue 5# Loaf: $1.9125 - $2.9825
 
WEST - MAY 13:  In the West, cheese sales are a bit more active this week. Competitive 
US prices compared to the rest of the world have motivated some international customers 
to purchase more loads  of cheese. Even though cheese prices have recently increased, 
they remain below usual, seasonal levels. The western cheese market is recuperating bit by 
bit from the effect of COVID-19. Cheese intakes from restaurants and foodservice are more 
active this week as a few of them reopened after being closed for a couple of months. Retail 
demands are steady compared to last week, but higher than normal. Cheese supplies are 
plentiful, and storage spaces continue to tight up. Production is unchanged to lower.

Wholesale prices delivered, dollars per/lb: Cheddar 10# Cuts: $1.6050 - $1.8050
Cheddar 40# Block: $1.3575 - $1.8475 Monterey Jack 10#: $1.5925 - $1.8675
Process 5# Loaf:  $1.3525 - $1.6025 Swiss 6-9# Cuts: $2.9450 - $3.3750
 
FOREIGN -TYPE CHEESE - MAY 13:  Retail sales are close to usual levels, but 
in some cases, they are still a bit above pre-coronavirus levels. Bulk buyers’ demands for 
cheese are picking up with the easing of protective measures in some areas. Cheese exports 
to southern Europe are limited, whereas exports to other countries are unchanged. Requests 
from Asia are trending up. Nonetheless, logistic costs continue to be high. Cheese outputs 
are somewhat limited. Stocks have grown and normalized. Although there are still some 
supplies of cheese available for spot sales, the pressure to sell has subsided. Prices remain 
inconsistent and mostly low  in the spot market. Prices for curd cheese have increased.

Selling prices, delivered, dollars per/lb:  Imported Domestic
Blue:   $2.6400 - 5.2300 $1.7900 - 3.2775
Gorgonzola:    $3.6900 - 5.7400 $2.2975 - 3.0150
Parmesan (Italy):  0 $3.1775 - 5.2675
Romano (Cows Milk):  0 $2.9800 - 5.1350
Sardo Romano (Argentine):  $2.8500 - 4.7800 0
Reggianito (Argentine):  $3.2900 - 4.7800 0
Jarlsberg (Brand):  $2.9500 - 6.4500 0
Swiss Cuts Switzerland:  0 $3.3850 - 3.7075
Swiss Cuts Finnish:  $2.6700- 2.9300 0

NDM PRODUCTS - MAY 14
NDM - CENTRAL: Dairy market con-
tacts relay Mexican demand has picked 
up. When Mexican buying is more active, 
markets are seeing some bullishness. With 
some COVID-19 related disruptions in 
manufacturing, there were some hiccups 
reported in drying, but most reports con-
tinue to convey steady production rates. 
Condensed skim has neared flat market 
pricing in recent weeks. After months of 
widely available supplies, some expect 
that to change near term. High heat NDM 
prices rose quickly. Those markets are 
quieter, as fewer spot sales can shift the 
market. There are signs of strengthening 
demand on the high heat variety.

NDM - WEST: The market undertone 
is less ambiguous than a few weeks ago, 
as some industry stakeholders feel more 
optimistic. For example, this week in the 
futures markets, NDM’s contractual values 
inched up for the rest of the second and 
third quarters of the year. With the grad-
ual reopening of the regional foodservice 
sector, cheese sales have improved and 
the NDM interest for cheese fortification 
has strengthened. Some contacts say the 
demand for NDM is somewhat outpacing 

its current supply. Inventories are read-
ily available in the cash market, prompted 
by strong regional farm milk outputs. Low/
medium NDM production is ongoing as 
many processors continue clearing large 
regional condensed skim intakes. 

NDM - EAST: Low/medium heat NDM 
prices are higher in the East. Trading 
activities are busier, as buyers are look-
ing to purchase immediate loads currently. 
Several manufacturers are offering spot 
loads, market participants report. Low/
medium heat NDM inventories are avail-
able in the East. Drying schedules are 
active, although milk output is tightening 
up in parts of the region, potentially affect-
ing NDM output at some operations in the 
near future. High heat NDM prices are 
higher. In the East, spot activity is mixed.

LACTOSE: The lactose price range 
and the top of the mostly price series are 
unchanged, but the bottom of the mostly 
price series moved higher. Manufacturers 
report spot sale prices continue to climb. 
Lactose production is steady and invento-
ries are mostly committed, so availability is  
limited. Buyers are eager to get coverage. 

WEEKLY COLD STORAGE HOLDINGS
SELECTED STORAGE CENTERS IN 1,000 POUNDS - INCLUDING GOVERNMENT        

DATE   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  BUTTER CHEESE 

05/11/20  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  85,125 92,504
05/01/20  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  84,373 90,978
Change  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  752 1,526
Percent Change . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 2

ORGANIC DAIRY - RETAIL OVERVIEW 

Total dairy retail advertisements declined from last week. Conventional ad numbers decreased 
2 percent, while organic ad numbers dropped 25 percent. Conventional ice cream, in 48- to 
64-ounce containers, was the most advertised dairy item this week. On the organic aisle, half-
gallons of milk were the most advertised dairy item.  

There were no reported ads for organic retail cheese. Conventional cheese ad numbers 
decreased 14 percent week to week. Cheese, in 8-ounce blocks, was the second most adver-
tised dairy product this week. The average price on 8-ounce cheese blocks declined by $.08 
week to week, currently at $2.38.     
,,
Conventional bottled milk ad numbers declined by 22 percent, while organic bottled milk ad 
numbers declined by 1 percent. The organic premium on half-gallon milk bottles was $.08, as 
the conventional price for half-gallon milk was $3.99.   Yogurt ads on the conventional side 
declined 5 percent, while organic yogurt ads were halved, down 50 percent. Organic Greek 
yogurt, in 32-ounce containers, had an average price of $3.00, down $1.50 from last week. 

National Weighted Retail Avg Price:  
Butter 1 lb: $4.99
Cheese 8 oz shred: NA
Sour Cream 16 oz: $2.99
Cream Cheese 8 oz: $2.50
Yogurt 4-6 oz: NA

Yogurt 32 oz: NA
Greek Yogurt 4-6 oz: NA
Greek Yogurt 32 oz: $3.00
Milk ½ gallon: $4.07
Milk gallon: $4.99
Milk UHT 8 oz: NA

RETAIL PRICES - CONVENTIONAL DAIRY - MAY 15

US: National         Northeast (NE): CT, DE, MA, MD, ME, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, VT;
Southeast (SE): AL, FL, GA, MD, NC, SC, TN, VA, WV; Midwest (MID): IA, IL, IN, 
KY, MI, MN, ND, NE, OH, SD, WI; South Central (SC): AK, CO, KS, LA, MO, NM, 
OK, TX; Southwest (SW): AZ, CA, NV, UT; Northwest (NW): ID, MT, OR, WA, WY

NATIONAL - CONVENTIONAL DAIRY PRODUCTS

Commodity

Butter 1#

Cheese 8 oz block

Cheese 1# block

Cheese 2# block

Cheese 8 oz shred

Cheese 1# shred

Cottage Cheese

Cream Cheese

Flavored Milk ½ gallon

Flavored Milk gallon

Ice Cream 48-64 oz

Milk ½ gallon

Milk gallon

Sour Cream 16 oz

Yogurt (Greek) 4-6 oz

Yogurt (Greek) 32 oz

Yogurt 4-6 oz

Yogurt 32 oz 

US NE SE MID SC SW NW 

2.76 2.73 2.79 2.19 3.75 NA NA 

2.38 2.39 2.44 2.19 2.50 2.41 3.99 

3.74 NA 4.22 3.19 4.99 NA NA

8.00 NA NA NA NA 7.40 9.99

2.27 2.46 2.21 2.22 2.23 2.26 1.87

3.56 NA 3.87 3.30 4.11 NA NA

2.19 2.37 2.16 1.95 2.15 1.80 1.49

1.93 2.09 2.00 1.99 1.99 NA 1.72

1.73 NA NA 1.73 NA NA NA 

3.78 NA NA 4.99 NA NA 2.75

2.59 2.75 2.18 2.42 2.78 2.79 2.66 

3.99 NA NA NA NA NA NA 

2.93 NA NA NA 3.39 NA 2.75 

1.62 1.85 1.52 1.66 1.98 1.67 1.50 

.97 .94 1.00 .98 .94 .96 .99

4.75 5.56 NA 4.99 NA NA 3.50

.48 .56 NA .42 .48 .43 .48 

2.47 2.19 NA NA NA NA 2.69 
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 CME CASH PRICES - MAY 11 - MAY 15, 2020
Visit www.cheesereporter.com for daily prices 

500-LB 40-LB AA GRADE A DRY   
 CHEDDAR CHEDDAR BUTTER NFDM  WHEY

MONDAY $1.3000 $1.3875 $1.3525 $0.8575 $0.4025
May 11 (+3) (+8¼) (+6¼) (+3¼) (+½)

TUESDAY $1.4100 $1.4925 $1.3525 $0.8600 $0.4025
May 12 (+11) (+10½) (NC) (+¼) (NC)

WEDNESDAY $1.5000 $1.5775 $1.5100 $0.8800 $0.4000
May 13 (+9) (+8½) (+15¾) (+2) (-¼)

THURSDAY $1.6675 $1.7500 $1.6450 $0.9200 $0.3900
May 14 (+16¾) (+17¼) (+13½) (+4) (-1)

FRIDAY $1.7200 $1.7800 $1.6450 $0.9350 $0.3900
May 15 (+5¼) (+3)) (NC) (+1½) (NC)

Week’s AVG $1.5195 $1.5975 $1.5010 $0.8905 $0.3970
Change (+0.2730) (+0.3205) (+0.2530) (+0.0745) (-0.0020)

Last Week’s $1.2465 $1.2770 $1.2480 $0.8160 $0.3990
AVG

2019 AVG $1.6175 $1.6630 $2.3615 $1.0530 $0.3400
Same Week

MARKET OPINION - CHEESE REPORTER

WHEY MARKETS - MAY 11 - MAY 15, 2020

Cheese Comment: One car of blocks was sold Monday at $1.3875, which set the 
price. On Tuesday, 1 car of blocks was sold at $1.4925, which raised the price. Two 
cars of blocks were sold Wednesday, the last at $1.5750; an unfilled bid for 1 car at 
$1.5775 then set the price. On Thursday, 1 car of blocks was sold at $1.7400; an 
unfilled bid for 1 car at $1.7500 then set the price. No blocks were sold Friday; the 
price increased on an unfilled bid at $1.7800. The barrel price increased Monday on 
a sale at $1.3000, jumped Tuesday on a sale at $1.4100, increased Wednesday on 
a sale at $1.5000, jumped Thursday on an unfilled bid at $1.6675, and rose Friday 
on a sale at $1.7200.

Butter Comment: The price jumped Monday on an unfilled bid at $1.3525, jumped 
Wednesday on a sale at $1.5100, and jumped Thursday on a sale at $1.6450.

Nonfat Dry Milk Comment: The price increased Monday on an uncovered offer at 
85.75 cents (following a sale at 86.0 cents), rose Tuesday on a sale at 86.0 cents, 
increased Wednesday on a sale at 88.0 cents, rose Thursday on a sale at 92.0 cents 
and increased Friday on a sale at 93.50 cents.

Dry Whey Comment: The price rose Monday on a sale at 40.25 cents, fell Wednes-
day on a sale at 40.0 cents, and declined Thursday on a sale at 39.0 cents.

RELEASE DATE - MAY 14, 2020

Animal Feed Whey—Central: Milk Replacer:  .3000 (+1) – .3300 (+1) 

Buttermilk Powder:
 Central & East:   .8300 (NC) – 1.0000 (NC) West: .7500 (-5) – .9500 (-2)
 Mostly:   .8800 (NC) – .9200 (-1)

Casein: Rennet:   4.0150 (NC) – 4.1950 (NC)   Acid: 3.8500 (+20) –  3.9500 (NC)

Dry Whey—Central (Edible):
 Nonhygroscopic:   .3400 (NC) – .4100 (+1)    Mostly: .3500 (+½) – .3850 (+½)

Dry Whey–West (Edible):
Nonhygroscopic: .3450 (+1) – .4100 (NC) Mostly: .3600 (NC) – .4000 (NC)

Dry Whey—NorthEast: .3500 (NC) – .4100 (+½) 

Lactose—Central and West:
 Edible:   .2950 (NC) – .5200 (+½)   Mostly:  .3300 (-18¼) – .4400 (+2)

Nonfat Dry Milk —Central & East:
 Low/Medium Heat: .7900 (+2) – .9150 (+1½)      Mostly: .8100 (+½) – .8600 (+1)
 High Heat:  .9500 (+5) – 1.0900 (+4) 

Nonfat Dry Milk —Western:
 Low/Medium Heat: .7700 (+2) – .9300 (NC)      Mostly: .8350 (+3) – .9000 (+1½)
 High Heat:  .9500 (NC) – 1.0900 (NC)

Whey Protein Concentrate—Central and West:  
 Edible 34% Protein:   .7500 (NC) – 1.1500 (-2½)  Mostly: .8500 (NC) – 1.0750 (NC)

Whole Milk—National:  1.6000 (NC) – 1.7500 (NC)

Visit www.cheesereporter.com for dairy, cheese, butter, and whey prices

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
‘09 1.0883 1.2171 1.2455 1.2045 1.1394 1.1353 1.1516 1.3471 1.3294 1.4709 1.5788 1.6503
10 1.4536 1.4526 1.2976 1.4182 1.4420 1.3961 1.5549 1.6367 1.7374 1.7246 1.4619 1.3807
‘11 1.5140 1.9064 1.8125 1.6036 1.6858 2.0995 2.1150 1.9725 1.7561 1.7231  1.8716 1.6170
‘12 1.5546 1.4793 1.5193 1.5039 1.5234 1.6313 1.6855 1.8262 1.9245 2.0757    1.9073 1.6619
‘13 1.6965 1.6420 1.6240 1.8225 1.8052 1.7140 1.7074 1.7492 1.7956 1.8236    1.8478 1.9431
‘14 2.2227 2.1945 2.3554 2.2439 2.0155 2.0237 1.9870 2.1820 2.3499 2.1932 1.9513 1.5938
‘15 1.5218 1.5382 $1.5549 1.5890 1.6308 1.7052 1.6659 1.7111 1.6605 1.6674 1.6175 1.4616
‘16 1.4757 1.4744 1.4877 1.4194 1.3174 1.5005 1.6613 1.7826 1.6224 1.6035 1.8775 1.7335
‘17 1.6866 1.6199 1.4342 1.4970 1.6264 1.6022 1.6586 1.6852 1.6370 1.7305 1.6590 1.4900
‘18 1.4928 1.5157 1.5614 1.6062 1.6397 1.5617 1.5364 1.6341 1.6438 1.5874 1.3951 1.3764
‘19 1.4087 1.5589 1.5908 1.6619 1.6799 1.7906 1.8180 1.8791 2.0395 2.0703 1.9664 1.8764
‘20 1.9142 1.8343 1.7550 1.1019

HISTORICAL CME AVG BLOCK CHEESE PRICES

Amplify Your 
Cheese Shredding
Meet the new 14-station MicroAdjustable® (SH-14) 
Head: Offers nearly two times the capacity.

The new U.S.D.A., Dairy Division accepted MicroAdjustable 

SH-14 Shred Head features 14 cutting stations, in place 

of the standard 8, for nearly double the throughput. 

New technology offers 5 preset cut sizes to produce 
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Fits on standard self-locking support rings. 
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USDA Raises 2020 
Cheese, Dry Whey 
Price Forecasts; 
Projects Higher 
Prices In 2021
Washington—The US Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA), in 
its monthly supply-demand esti-
mates released Wednesday, raised 
its cheese, dry whey and Class III 
milk price forecasts for 2020 and, 
in its first projections for 2021, is 
forecasting higher prices than in 
2020 for all dairy commodities as 
well as for milk prices.

USDA’s 2020 cheese price fore-
cast is raised four cents from last 
month, to $1.4200 per pound, and 
the dry whey price forecast is raised 
3.5 cents, to 38.0 cents per pound. 
These higher prices result in the 
Class III price forecast for 2020 
being raised by 60 cents, to $13.35 
per hundredweight.

Butter and nonfat dry milk 
price forecasts are lowered from 
last month, by two cents and 1.5 
cents, respectively, to $1.4100 per 
pound and 94.0 cents per pound. 
That results in the Class IV price 
forecast being reduced by 25 cents, 
to $11.90 per hundredweight. The 
2020 all milk price is raised 20 
cents, to $14.55 per hundred.

With improved domestic and

export demand, all dairy product 
and milk prices are forecast higher 
in 2021. USDA projects the fol-
lowing average prices for 2021: 
cheese, $1.4950 per pound; but-
ter, $1.4650 per pound; nonfat dry 
milk,  95.5 cents per pound; dry 
whey, 39.5 cents per pound; Class 
III milk, $14.20 per hundred; Class 
IV milk, $12.20 per hundred; and 
all milk, $15.00 per hundred.

The 2020 milk production fore-
cast is raised 200 million pounds 
from last month, to 222.4 bil-
lion pounds, primarily on higher-
than-expected cow numbers. The 
fat basis export forecast is raised 
from last month on recent trade 
data and stronger expected global 
demand. The fat basis import fore-
cast is also raised from April on 
stronger expected cheese imports.

On a skim-solids basis, export 
forecast is raised on stronger global 
import demand for SMP, whey 
products, and a number of dairy 
products, while the import forecast 
is raised on increased imports of 
cheese and milk protein products.

Milk production for 2021 is 
forecast higher than 2020, at 
224.1 billion pounds, on stronger 
expected growth in milk per cow, 
despite a slightly smaller dairy cow 
herd. Fat-basis exports are about 
the same as 2020 while skim-solids 
basis exports are forecast higher 
than 2020 on relatively firm 
demand. 




